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x Rev. 1. 16. And he had in bis Right hand Seven Stars, 
20. The Seven Stars are the Angels of the Seven Churches, 
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ſeven Stars. 1 


HE Church of GOD in all Ages, hath been the 
Object of the Devil's Malice and the World's 
Contempt. This, in a more particular Manner, 
hath been the Lot of the faithful Minifters of 
hab bk. Chriſt: They are the Perſons againft whom the 
iofernal Archers have ſhot their keeneft Arrows : But though 
the Poſt which their Mafter hath aſſigned them, be the Poft 
of Danger; yet it is likewiſe the Poft of Honour. He gives 


.them the. honourable Defignation of Stays, and theſe Stats hne 
holds in his Right-hand: Their Character 4 9 by 
onen 
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He appears to his Servant Jobn in the magnificent Equipage | | 
= of a mighty Prince, and a glorious High Frieſt. His ſnowy | 


in the Firmament of the Chriftian Church. 2. Origen, and 
ſome others of the Ancients, did imagine them to be Seven | 
Angels, appointed to be Guardians of theſe Churches: It being 
probable (ſay they) that, as the Churches had their particular 
Paſtors, ſo likewiſe they had their particular Guardian Angels, 
to direct, guide and aſſiſt them. 3. Others rake theſe Stars 
to be the Seven Gifis of the Holy Ghoſt, ſo much celebrated 
in the Church of Rome; and which they pretend to find, 
Ha. 11, 2. where yet there are but Six mentioned. 4. AE. 
Joachim hath a particular Notion, that theſe Seven Stars e- 
preſent the Seven principal Perſons that are. moft famous, 
from the Beginning of the World to the End of it, viz. Adam, 
Noah, Abraham, Moſes, David, John the Baptiſt, and Elias, 
who is to come in the End of the World, to deftroy Anti- 
chriſt. 5. Alcaſar tells us, That theſe Seven Stars are the 
Seven Churches, reſembled by the Seven Planets, in Reſpect 
of the Diverfity of their Magnirude, Light and Virtue; and 
runs the Parallel with more Wit than Judgment. Smyrna |! 
(ſays he) reſembles the Sun; becauſe ſhe ſurpaſſes all others 
by the Brightneſs of her Faith and Force of her Piety. i- 
ladelphia is like unto Jupiter, becauſe of her flouriſhing Eftate. 
Sardis he compares to Mars, becauſe of her Courage and For- 
titude. Laodicea to Saturn, becauſe of her heavy and languiſh- 
ing Condition. Epheſus to Mercury, becauſe of the Decay of 
her Love and Heat; that Planet ( ſays he) being of a mo- 
derate and temperate Heat: Contrair to the Opinion of later 
Aſtronomers, who calculzte, that Mercury, becauſe of its 
Proximity 


% > 


Proximity to the Sun, is Fifty thouſand Times hotter than 
burning Iron. The Church of Thyatira he makes to be Ike 
to the Planet Venus, becauſe of the Woman Jezebel, Aang 


Pergamus to be like the Moon, upon the Account of her In- 
AT: But theſe Thoughts are more ingenious than 
Theſe Stars then ſignify the whole Body of Miniſters, 
Paſtors, Overſeers, Elders or Teachers, and are the fame 


with the Angels of the Seven Churches; and conſequently, : 


although in every particular Epiftle the Angel is in the 
fingular Number; yet it is to be taken collectively, And 
therefore the Argument, which ſome pretend tio 
draw from this, for eſtabliſning Dioceſan E- Deut. 17. 12. 
piſcopacy, is not good. For, Firſt, There are Mal. 2. 7. 
an hundred Places in Scripture, where ſingular Dan. 8. 20. 
Names are to be taken collectively, and to be Hal. 34-7. - 


underſtood of a Plunlity : And why not here Ec-l. 4. 23. 


as well as in other Places, eſpecially when there Hof. rt. 1. 
is ſo good Reaſon for deſigning them in the.  * 


ſingular Number; both to denote the Unity, thiat ought to 
be among the Paſtors of the Church, and the Neceſſity of 


 Chrift's Mind being made known to them-all?— 


II. It is certain, that ſome of theſe Churches had more 
Bithops than one, as is clear of the Church of Epheſus, 47s 
20. 17. compared with 28, where the Paftors of that Church 
are ſpoken to as many; and the ſame Officers, who are cal- 


1 led Elders in the one Verſe, are deſigned Biſhops in the other, 


And Philippi, a Town leſs conſiderable than ſome of theſe 
mentioned in this Context, had a Plurality of Biſhops in it, 
as is clear from the firſt Verſe of the Epiſtle directed to that 
Church, Whence Ferom juftly obſerves, that © 
the Scripture makes no Diftin&tion betwixt - Comment. 
Biſhop and Preſbyter ; for the ſame Minifter Tit. 1. 
that's called a Preſbyter, is alſo a Biſhop. Apd 2 
further (ſays he) before the Devil brqught in Factions in Re- 
ligion, the Church was governed by the com- . 
mon Council of Preſtyters. And Baſil aſſerts, Aſcet. C. 22. 
that Chrift gave the ſame Power to all Paſtors en 
and Teachers ; in Token whereof, they all equally bind and 
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III. Chriſt ſpeaks to foil of theſe Angels as to many, in 
the plural Number; particularly to the Angel of the Church 


of Smyrna, Rev. 2. 10. Behold the Devil ſhall caſt ſome of you into 


Priſon, that ye may be zried, and ye ſhall have Tribulation Ten 


Days. And Verle 24. But unto you I ſay, and to ihe reſt in 


Thyatira. 


IV. There is no Intimation in all the New Teſtament of 
apy Diſtinction betwixt Biſbop and Presbyter, But Kill they 


are repreſented as one and the ſame, having the ſame Office, 
the fame Work, the ſame Qualifications, and the ſame Power 
and Dignity. There is no Warrant at all from Scripture, or 
from. pureft Antiquity, for any one to uſurp over his Bre- 
thren, as if he were poſſeſt with the ſole Power of Ordination 


and - Juriſdition, Acts 11. 29. When Alms are ſent to the 


Elders of Judea, there is not a Word of the Biſhop of Feruſa- 


lem. - As 14, 23, Elders are ardained in every Church, but 


no Mention of a Biſhop to preſide over theſe Elders, A&@s 15. 
2. Paul and Barnabas are ſent to the Apoftles and Elders at 
Jeruſalem. And Verſe 22. We have an Account of the De- 
Cree of the Apoftles, Elders and Brethren, but not a Word of 
the Biſhop. Eph. 4. 11. Paul mentions the Officers of the 
Church, both ordinary and extraordinary, without takin 
any Notice of a Dioceſan Prelate. And here it is the Obſer- 
vation of Ambroſe, or the Commentary that goes commonl 
under his Name, Therefore the apoſtolical Vritings do not in all 
Things agree to the Order now in the Church, becauſe theſe 
Things were written in the very Beginning. 1 Tim. 3. 2, 8. im- 
mediately after the Qualifications of a Biſhop, the Apoſtle 
Jubjoins thoſe of a Deacon, intimating, that there was no 


Diſtinction betwixt a Biſhop and Preſpyter: And therefore 


Chryſaſtom ſays, That betwixt a Biſnop and a Preſbyter there 


is almoſt no Difference. 1 Tim. 4. 35 Timothy is ordained by 


the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery : There is no 
ſuch Argument to prove Ordination by a Dioceſan Biſhop. 
And if Timothy was a Biſhop of Epheſus (as Prelatiſts alledge ) 
and yet received his Ordination from a Preſbytery : Then it 
follows, that a Prefbytery is ſuperior to a Dioceſan Biſhop, . 
r Tim. 3. 17. We read of Elders that rule well ; but nothing { 
of a Prelate to govern theſe Elders, Titus t. 5, 7. For this 
Cafe left I thee in Crete, that thou ſhouldeſt ſet in Order the 
Things that are wanting, and ordain Elders in every City, * 
8 i ad 


—{ - BW - of --- 


3. 


e E 


11 . | 

Jad appointed thee. If any be TY the Hushand of one 
i Wife, having ſaithful Children, not accuſed of Riot, or unruly. | 
For a Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, as the Steward of GOD. If © 


Biſhop. and Preſbyter had - not been all one, there had been 
little Force in the Apoſtle's Reaſoning. And as for Titus 


his ordaining of Elders, it cannot be proven that he alone 
ordained. theſe Elders, without the Aſliftance of others. Or 


if he did ordain alone, it was not in the Quality of a Dioceſan 


Biſhop, but as being an Evangelift, and clothed with Power 
for that Effect. 1 Pez. 5. 1. The Apoftle ſpeaking of Preſby- 
ters, and calling himſelf a Com-Presbyter, charges them to 


take the Overſight of the Flock; in the Original it is the E- 
piſcopacy, or the Biſhoprick of the Flock; intimating, that the 


Work of a Biſhop and that of a Preſbyter is one and the ſame, 


 *Emroxevirrss acting the Part of a Biſhop. Bellarmine being 


preft with this Text, anſwered, That at that Time theſe Titles 
were not diſtinguiſhed, 2 John 1. and 3 John 1. The be- 
loved Diſciple calls himſelf an Elder, and Verſe 9th puts 2 


; Stigma on Diotrephes for affecting the Preheminence. 


As for what they alledge from Antiquity, That there was 


. 2 4@ex8C v5 or Prelate in every Church, and their pretending 
' 7 to. nave the Catalogue of the Biſhops. who ſucceeded one 


another in the ſeveral Sees of Jeruſalem, Rome, Antioch, Alex- 
andria, &c. From the Days of the Apoſtles: It is clearly made 
vut by Mr. Owen, Baxter, Clarkſone, and the Aurhor of The 
Enquiry into, the Conſtitution, Diſcipline, Unity and Vogt of the 
Primitive Church, for the firſt Three Centuries after Chriſt. 
And by Mr. Lauder in his Account of the primitive Epiſcopacy : 
That theſe Biſhops ſo famous among the Ancients, were no- 
thing but Parochial Paftors, and that their whole Charge 
conſiſted only of one Congregation, which met all in one 
Place, and who were were generally all baprizzd by the 


Biſhop : They had but one Altar or Communion- Table, at 


which they all received the Sacrament of the Supper: They 
all uſed to meet together for Church Cenſures : They all con- 
veened for the Election, and at the Ordination of the Biſhop, 
when the See was vacant. The Biſhop had the Inſpection of 
the whole Flock, without neglecting the meaneft Man or Maid- 
ſervant, as Ignatius directs in his Epiftle to Polycarp. And 


therefore where the Biſhop was, there the Flock was to be 


allo. His Charge was conſtantly called a Pariſh z hence wy 
MT, | read 
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read ſo frequently of the Pariſh JI; Jeruſalem, the Pariſh of Fr. 
Rome, the Pariſh of Carthage, &c. There was no Difference F wt 

then detwixt Partſh and Dioceſs: The Biſhop's Flock was an 
not more numerous than many of our Parifhes are at this. | th 
Time; even in the moft populous Cities, where not above | te 
the Tenth, perhaps not the hundreth Perſon was Chriftian, pr 
until the Days of Conſtantine the Great, who, by a publick Edict, 

_eftabliſhed the Chriftian Religion. Again, there were ſa fit 
many Biſhops in a ſmall Tract of Ground, that they could ci 


be no more than parochial Paſtors, eſpecially confidering the |} 0 
Chriſtians were but few, in Compariſon of the Pagans, among | tt 
whom they lived: Some of thefe Biſhops had more, ſome ' b 
fewer Pariſhoners. When Gregory Thaumaturgus was ordain- I 
ed, he had not above Seventeen Chriftians in his whole Dio- {| 1 
ceſs. All this is made out to a Demonſtration, from the 8 
Hiſtory of Euſebius, the Epiſtles of Ignatius, the Writings of 1 
Origen, Tertullian, Clemens Alexandrinus, Cyprian, &c. f f 
As for the Presbyters who are ſaid to have been under theſe 8 
Biſhops, 1. Tis certain that from the Beginning it was not { 
| ſo. The Apoſtles ordinarly inſtituted a Plurality of Biſhops or 
Presbyters in every Church, who were all Collegues, having | 


equal Power in diſpenſing all the Ordinances of Chrift, viz; 
Preaching, Baptizing, giving the Communion, viſiting the 
Sick, Ruling, cenſuring Delinquents, abſolving Penitents, | 
ordaining new Intrants to the Miniftry, &#c. as is clear both | 
from the Writings of the Apoftles and other Monuments of 
Antiquity.. 2. That by various Methods and Steps, the Pref- 
byters came to be wormed out of their Privileges, as might 
_ eaſily be ſhown (if this were not too large a Field to be con- 
fined within the narrow Limits of a Sermon) until they came 
at length to be degraded into the Quality of meer Aſſiſtants; 
"© and yet they were ftill reckoned to be of the ſame Office 
with the Biſhop, though of a different Degree. 3. There. 
being then no other Schools or Academies, for training up 
young Men to the Miniftry, they were a Seminary for fur- 
niſhing vacant Churches, or new Churches when planted, 
with Biſhops. 4. Tertullian tells us there were ſome Churches 
that had none of theſe Preſhyters, ſo that they were not 
reckoned eſſential to the conftituting of a Church, or the 
Hcnour and Dignity of a Biſhop. 5. Doctor Hammond main- 
| tajns, That the Apoſtles inſtituted no ſuch Office as that of. 


Preſs 
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\ | Pretbyters : and ſo he yields the Cauſe, by owning, That there 
| F were no other Officers appointed by the. Apoftles, but Biſhops 
and Deacons. As for what he alledges without Book, That 


the Apoſtles left a Power to the Biſhops, to appoint Preſby- 
ters when there was Occafion for them: It is a Point of too 
reat Importance, to be taken upon his bare Word. 6, Some 
iniſters in this Church have had preaching Preſbyters af. 
ſifting them; and it were to be wiſhed, that (it the Cir- 


cumftances of the Church could allow ) there were more of 
our Ruling-elders fit for, and employed in this Work. 7. Al- 


though many of the ancient Biſhops had ſuch preaching Preſ- 
byters aſſiſtipg them, what does this make for eftabliſhing 


Dioceſan Epiſcopacy, (which came not in till the fitth Centu- | 


ry) ſeing the Bithop had but ſtill one Cnurch or ſingle Con- 


gregation under his Inſpection. 8. Ir was generally the Opi- 


nion not only of the Fathers, and of the worthy Reformers 


from Popery, in all the Nations of Europe; but even of the 


School-men themſelves : And it's expreſly aſ- . 


. 


ſerted in the Canon Law, That there are but Decret. P. r. 
two Sorts of Offices in the Church, viz. the Diſtinct. c. C. 4: 


Presbiterate and the Diaconate. 


&*Tis very ſtrange, that ſo confiderable an Officer in the 
Houſe of GOD, as a Dioceſan Biſhop, is ſo much ſlighted, as 


to be wholly*paft over in the New Teſtament; where there is 
nothing mentioned either of his Power, Authority, Quali- 


fications, or the Duties incumbent upon him towards his in- 
ferior Preſbyters, or their Duties towards him as their ſuperior 
Officer. When Paul ſent for the Elders of Epheſus to meet 


him at Miletum, Ad 20. 17. and gave them Directions how 
to manage themſelves in the Houſe of GOD, there was a fair 


Occaſion offered to give a Word of Direction to the Biſhop 
ow, if any ſuch was. And ſeing there is no Mention 
made oi ſu eminent an Officer, we have all the Reaſon in the 
World to conclude, That the Biſhop and Preſbyter are all one. 
And therefore what GOD hath joined together, let no Man put 


af under. | 
I come next to conſider this Emblem of Stars, to which 


Goſpel Minifters are comparad. Theſe Stars are allegorical. 
and nyſtical; they ſhine not to our Bodies, but ta our Minds: 
They repreſent ſomething ſpititual and edify ing, viz. That as 


the Stars in the Firmament give Light and Heat to the inferiar 
3 13 | World; 


1 + 0-3. 
World ; fo Minifters ought to ane in the Firmament of the 
Church, both with Purity of Doctrine and Holineſs of Liſe. 
The Number Seven is thought to be a Number of Perfection, 
the Seven Golden Candlefticks are ſet forth as a Model of 
all the Churches of Chriſt in the World. So theſe Stars do 
repreſent all the Paſtors of the Catholick Church. Chrift's 
holding theſe Stars in his right Hand repreſents, not only 
their Dignity and Safety, but likewiſe the Reſpect he puts 
upen them. In ſpeaking of this Subject I ſhall a little more 
particularly conſider, Fir, The Import of this Deſignation 
of Stars, and ſecondly of the Privilege that belongs to thoſe 
who are honoured with this Title. And next, give ſome 
Reaſons for both: And laftly, ſnew what Influence this 
cough to have, on the Practice hoth of Minifters and 
As to the Firſt, The Paſtors of the Chriftian Church are 
repreſented by Stars, in Reſpe&t of their eminent Station, 
reat Uſefulneſs, bortowed Light, Diverſity of Gifts ; and 
the Time of their ſhining being in the Night- ſeaſon, while 
the Sun is abſent. ' © - | e . 
I. In Reſpect of their high Situation, the Stars are placed 
at a vaſt Diſtance from this Earth, Fob 22. 12. Behold (ſays 
Eliphaz) the Height of the Stars, how high they are. It's 
calculated by Aftronomers, that the Moon, which is the 
neareft to us of all the Planets, is no leſs than Two Hundred 
and Forty Thouſand Miles diftant from the Earth; and the 
Sun no leſs than Fifty Four Millions: So that to travel toward 
it at the Rate of Thirty Miles a Day, would» coft 2 Journey 


ol near Five Thouſand Years. The Diftance of Jupiter and 


Saturn is vaſtly greater; and that of the fixed Stars fo pro- 
digiouſly great, that the Number cannot be found out, 
Goſpel Mrnifters, as they are eminent in Reſpect of their 
Office and Function, they ought to be fo likewiſe in their 
Temper and Diſpofition of Mind; not groveling on this 
Earth, nor ſquabling for lucrative Places and worldly Gain. 
All the Soldiers of Chrift, eſpectally theſe that are Leaders 
and Guides unto others, ſhould beware of intangling themſelves 
with the Afirs of this Life, that they niay pleaſe him who hath 
choſen them to be his Soldiers, 2 Tim. 2. 4. All the Chriftians 
that profeſs to be riſen with Chrift, and more eſpecially thoſe 
who by their Office are obliged to be Guides-unto others, "_ 
4 3 2 79 i | ee 
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Kaps of their heavenly Doctrine, diſpel, the 


: NN 5 | 
tek thoſe Things that are above, Pi Chrift fitteth on the right 
and of GOD : They ſhould fet their Affections on Things Above, 

and not on Things on the Earth, Col. 3. 1, 2. As they are in a 

tation above others, ſo they ſhould be of a heavenly Diſpoſi- 

tion, having their Minds elevated toward GOD, contemplat- 
ing ſpiritual and divine Things, the Gloties of the new 

Feruſalem, the Felicity of that celeſtial Paradiſe, which is but 

a Terra incognita to the far greateft Part of the Children of 

Men: They ſhould look upon carnal Pleaſures, fleeting 

Honours, and periſhing Riches, as Things vaſtly below them? 

They have other Buſineſs to do, and other Work to mind, 

than to. ſpend their Time in hunting after Things, which 

neither can give any rational Satisfaction to the Minds of 


Men, nor are of any conftant Duration. The Stars becauſe 
olf their vaſt Diftance, appear but very ſmall to our Eyes, We 


need not wonder that Goſpel Minifters are fo little thought 


of in the World, and that the Doctrine they preach is ſo little 
regarded, 1 Cor. 2. 14. The natural Man receiveth not the 


Things of the Spirit of God, for they are Fooliſbneſs unto him. 
The Stars becauſe of their Diftance, are out of the Reach of 


Men. Theſe Stars of the Church, can never be wholly 
7 aboliſhed by the Fury of Satan, nor the Rage of the World: 
They may kill their Bodies but not their Souls; they may cut 
off particular Men, but can never root out a Goſpel Miniſtry: 


Chrift will have a Church in the Earth, while Sun and Moon 


endures, and will never want Stars to ſhine in the Firmament 


of his Church. 


II. The Stars of the Church are reſembled to the Stars Ift 


the EFirmament, becauſe of their great Uſefulneſs; and conſe- 


quently, the Need that the Church hath of them. Thoſe 
who affirm, that a Goſpel Miniftery is not neceſſary; may as 
well ſay, that the Sun, Moon and Stars, are not neceſſary to 
enlighten, warm and cheriſh, this inferior World. A Church 
without Miniſters, is like a Body. without Eyes, a World 
without a Sun, and Firmament without Stars; a Ship with- 
out a Pilot; an Army without Officers; a Candleftick with- 
out a Candle; a Flock without a Shepherd; and a great Houſe 
without a Steward. , | 7. 

I. Miniſters are uſeful to give Light to the World. The 
Stars are lucid Bodies; theſe Goſpel Stars with the bright 
Darknefs of ig- 

norance, | 


1 : 

the Foggs of Vice, which poſſeſs the Minds of Mortals, 

2 Tim. 1. 10. Our Saviour Jeſus Chrift hath aboliſhed Death, and 

Brought Life and Immortality to Light through the Goſpel : They 
are the Heraulds that proclaim the glad Tidings of Salvation 
through a Redeemer. 

II. As the Stars draw Mens Eyes towards Heaven, and furniſh 


them Occaſion to admire the glorious Perfections of their 
Creator, the Wiſdom, Power and Goodneſs of God, which 
ſhine ſo brightly in thoſe great and luminous Bodies: So it is 


the Work ' of Minifters, to excite People to contemplate 
Things divine; to behold the Glory of the other World, 


which Eye hath not feen, Ear hath not heard, nor hath it entred | 


into the Heart of Man 10 conceive how great it is : To look, 


not to Things which are ſeen, and are but temporal, but ta | 
Things which are not ſeen, and are eternal, 2 Cor. 4. 18. 


1 Cor. 2. 9. 


, 


III. The Stars, and eſpecially the Sun, the King of Stars, 


are uſeful for warming and quickning the Earth, and the 


Creatures that dwell upon it. What would this Earth be 
without the Sun! Nothing but a cold lifeleſs. Lump, witneſs 
thoſe Regions of it toward the Poles, covered with perpetual | 


Snow and Ice. It's the Sun that makes the Graſs to ſpring, 


the Flowers to grow, the Trees to bud, the Fruits to ripen, | 


norance, the Clouds of Error, the Miſts of Prejudices, and 4 


and the Birds of the Air, and the Beaſts of the Field to bring 


forth their Voung. The Sun is as the Spirit, that animates 


the great Body of Nature, without which, the Mountains 


could not be covered with Graſs, nor the Valleys with Corn. 


 Minifters by their Doctrine not only enlighten but quicken. 


their Hearers, by raiſing a ſecret Force in their Souls: They 


make the Land of the Church fruitful, the Trees of Righ- 


teouſneſs to ſpring, the Child of Grace to grow while they 
cheriſh and nourith it by the ſincere Milk of the Word, till it come 
to the full Stature of a perfect Man in Chriſt, Eph. 4. 11, 12. 
1 Pet, 2. 2. : | „ | 

IV. The Stars produce very different Effects, as is obſerved 
by thoſe who ſearch into the Myfteries of Nature, and as is 


taken Notice of in the ſacred Oracles. Job 9. 9, 10. Which makes 


Ar&urus, Orion and Pleiades, and the Chambers of the South. 
Which doth great Things paſt finding out; yea, and Wonders 
without Number. Fob 38.51. Theſe are among the puzzling 
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AQueftions propofed unto un by a: reat Author of Nature. 

4 JCanſt thou bind the ſweet 1 5 of Pleiades? Or looſe the 
Bands of Orion? Canſt thou bring forth Mazzaroth in hu Seaſon? 
or canſt thou guide Arcturus with hs Sons ? Some Stars produce. 
Storms and Tempeſts, as Orion and Arcturus: Some bring Rain 
as the Hyades : Some produce Heat, as the Dag- Aar: Some 
bring the Sweetnefs of the Spring, as Aries: Some the Cold- 
n | neſs of the Winter, as Capricorn: Some are of a more benign, 
elr 3 others of a malevolous Aſpect : Some are reckoned Minifters 
hof Life, as Jupiter: Scme are looked upon as Minifters of 
Death, as Saturn. It is certain from Experience that theſe 
Iymbolical Stars of the Church, by the preaching ef the Word, 
roduce various, Movements in the Souls of their Hearers. 
ometimes they raiſe Storms in the Conſcience, as when the 
Sinner is awakened with a Senſe of Guilt and deep Appre- 
henſion of the Wrath of God purſuing him for Sin, making 
him to cry out with the Jaylor, 4&s 16. 30. Sirs, what muſt 
Io to be ſaved Sometimes they draw forth the Tears of 
ars, Repentance, and Showers of godly Sorrow and Contrition of 
the |} Heart: Sometimes they kindle the vehement Flame of Charity 
be || and Zeal for God; ſo that their Heart is made to burn 
els } within them, while they are filled with the Spirit of Judg- 
ual ment, and of Burning, I/. 4. 4. Luke 24. 32. At other 
8» Times they generate an amiable Tranquillity and Peace of 
DN, | Conſcience, as Philip did in the Ethiopian Eunuch, who after 
ng he was baptized, went cn his Way rejoicing, 44s 8. 29. Or 
es rather it is, that one Spirit of God, who does all this by 
ns the preaching of the Word which the World counteth 

uu. Fooliſheſs. 3 | | 
-N V. The Stars ſerve for Guides to thoſe who travel in the 
Y 73 vaſt Deſerts of Africa; and to Sea- faring Men while they 
=. | traverſe the untrodden Paths of the {welling Ocean; ſo theſe 
* myſtical Stars are Guides to theſe, who embark in the Veſſel of 
2a the Church, being Under-Mates to the great Mafter and 
. Pilot of the Ship, who keeps it from drowning, and directs 
| it in its Courſe, through the inconftant Sea of this fluctuating 
d World, tih it arrive happily at the Harbour of that everlaſting 
of Reſt, that's prepared Be the People of God : As that extra- 
* | ordinary Star in the Eaff guided the wiſe Men to the Place 
Where Chriſt wasborn, Matth. 2. 1. ſo tis the great Work of 


mme Stars of the Church, to bring Sinners ta ſeſus Chriſt, 
3 rind to direct them how they ought to manage themſelves, in 
3 every 


gerous Racks of Ignorance, Error, Unbelief, Pride, Cove 
. toulneſs, Senſuality and Slothfulneſs, on which ſo man 
Miſerable Souls have been ſhipwrack'd. 


VI. The Stars are uſeful for diſtinguiſhing the Seaſons, and 


telling the Times, Gen. 1. 15. Hal. 104. 19, not indeed to 
foretell future Contingents, as the Mafters of Aſtrolo 


tend. The Profeſſion of Aſtrology, as it is but valn, and 
without any Foundation in it ſelf, ſo it is particularly con- 
demned in the Word of God, where the Vanity of theſe 
68S ſerve to diſtinguiſh the different Seaſons of Summer 


and Winter, Seed-time and Harveft. Goſpel-Miniſters ought 
to be wiſe, like the Men of Iſachar, knowing the Times, and 
what J/rael ought to do. They muſt watch and ſee when 

the Sword cometh, that they taay ſet the Trumpet to their 
Mouths, and give Warning to the People to flee from ap- 
proaching Judgments, by mourning for Sin, and turning io 
She living God, Hal. 74. 9. It's taken Notice of as a con- 
{iderable Loſs, when the People of God ſee not their Signs, | 


and have not a Prophet among them, nor any one that knoweth 
how long. | 

III. The Stars of the Church are like unto the Stars in the 
Firmament, becauſe of their borrowed Light and Heat, which 


u all derived from the Sun. This is certainly true of the Moon | 


and the other Planets, both primary and ſecondary, The 


fixed Stars probably are of the ſame Nature with our Sun, 


and made for higher Uſes than to twinkle to us in a Winter 
- ening. But the Planets being dark Opac-Bodies, and ot a 


E 
Bede compares the Church to the Moon; becauſe, as the 


Moon receives her Light from the Sun, fo the Church gets 


all her Light from Chriſt. This may be well aſſerted of the 
Faſtors of the Church, that they have neither Light nor 
-Graceiof themſelves, but what they derive from the 


Miniftersand People muſt be enlightned with the Emanations 

of Light that come from him, Meal. 4. 3. Pa 1. 17. John 
1. 16. Hal. 31. 10. A the Grace of God, I an moat 1 Fl 

15 ſays 


— 
. 


every Step of their Journey On the vaſt howling Wilder 
neſs of this preſent evil World, and how to avoid the dan 


gy-prey 


Pretenders is ſufficiently expoſed, I/. 47. 13. 41. 22. 


v 
vg Bulk, have no Light but what they derive from the Sun. 


ne Father of | 
J Lights z in whoſe Light only they can ſee Light. Chrit is 
5 the Sun of Righteouſneſs, in whom all Fulneſs dwells. Both 
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det ſays the great Apoftle of the Gentle, 2 Cor, 15. ro; Without 
him, the moſt beautiful Stars would be no better than a dee 
"if Cinder, or a Lamp put out. They have no Reaſon to be proud , 
and vain. Whatever Gifts, Graces, or Qualifications they ⁵⁶ 
are endowed with, they have them all from Chrift, that 
glorious Lamp of Heaven. Their Fitneſs for their Work is 
not to be aſcribed, either to their natural Parts, or the Force 
of their ſuperior Genius, or their Goodneſs and Piety, or 
their Travel and Study, but to the free Gift of God only: 
| And, as the Gifts themfelves, ſo likewiſe whatever Succeſs 
\ofall they have in the Exerciſe of thoſe Gifts, it flows not from 
ee them, but from Chrift : They are but Fellow-workers with 
him. Paul may plant, and Apollos may water; but it's Gd 
| only that giveth the Increaſe, 1 Cor. 3. 6. 2 Cor. 2. 14. The 
Earth and biggeft of the Planets, are but inconſiderable in 
{ Compariſon of the Sun, that great Store-houſe of Light and 
Heat. The Sun's Diameter being reckoned near Ten Times 
longer than that of Saturn, and more than Fifty Times longer 
than that of the Earth, The greateft Prophets and heſt 
| qualified Minifters are nothing in Compariſon of Jeſus Chriſt. 
all 9555 the Baptiſt, the greateſt of all the Prophets, was ſenſible 
of this, when he confeſſed, John 1. 27. He it uw, who coming 
after me, wu preferred before me, whoſe Shoes Latchets Jam not 
h worthy to unlooſe | 3 
* IV. As the Planets ſhine with no other Light but that of the 
Sun, ſo Minifters are to ſhine only with the Light of divine 
ON Truth, drawn from the Fountain of the lively Oracles of God: 
ne Not with the glimmering Light of carnal Reaſon, nor the 
, | glairing Sparks of humane Wiſdom, nor with the Glow-worm 
ter ays of vain Philoſophy : Not with the Subtilty of Ariſtotle, 
* 2 nor the Penetrancy of Cartes, nor the Eloquence of Cicero, nor 
Ne. the Speculations of Plata, nor the Propoſitions of Euclid, 
he | Theſe Lights do qualify Men for ſhining in a School or Aca= 
demy, where Studies are confined to humane Arts and Sciences. 
ne But to be Stars capable to enlighten the Church, we mut 
or Have no other Light, but that of divine Revelation contained 
of in rhe holy Scriptures, which are given by the Inſpiration of 
1s | God : And are profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for CorreFion, 
th and for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, That the Man of God may be 
ns perfect, throughly furniſbed unto all good Works, and that Belie- 
n | vers may become wiſe unto Salvation, 2 Tim, 3. 16, 17. Theſe 
Fo only 
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do lee divine Myfteries, and adore the Wonders that are inf py 
' God's Law. I will not deny but humane Learning is of great 
Uſe to qualify the Guides of the Church for their Work. 
The Knowledge of the learned Languages, moral and natural 10 
' Philoſophy, ſacred and civil Hiftory, with a Tincture of the yy 
mathematical Sciences, the Art of Thinking, and the Art of Þ th. 
| . _*« - Speaking, and particularly Logick, not the contentious and i w 
3 wrangling Part of it, but that which teaches-us to range our Hiz 
| "Thoughts in a right Method, to form Propoſitions diftin&ly, lit 
WW and to draw native Concluſions from unconteſted Premiſles ; ¶ hi: 
ate very helpful to them for finding out, and defending the de 
Truth, and beating the Adverſaries thereof with their own | £01 
Weapons. They mould give themſelves to reading not only TI 
"the ſacred Oracles, but other Writin The Lord allowed thi 
mis ancient People to berrow the Gold and Silver Veſſels of Fo 
the Ezyptians, to adorn a Tabernacle for himſelf, King Hiram be 
with his Thrians furniſhed Materials for building the Temple /e 
at Feruſalem. Solomon, though a great and wile Prince, was ſer 
not aſhamed to take their Help. Many of the Fathers Br 
recommended the Uſefulneſs of humane Learning, Origen ſays y 
*tis profitable for figding out the Truth. Clemens Alexandrinu . 
gives Logick an high. Encomium, when he tells us tis Ep, 
_ neceſſary.to underftand the Doctrine, to hedge the Truth, ſha 
and to keep it from being trodden down by Sophifters. Yea ey, 
all Sorts. of Learning are uſeful for keeping us in the Way of {xz 
Life, that we be not circumvented by thoſe that would draw wi 
us into Sin. Tis traue, Tertullian objects, That Philoſophers | 
were the Patriarchs of Hereticks, and accuſes Philoſophy it 
Telf, as the Product of ſome evil Genius: And upon this 
Account had an extreme Pick at it. But Clemens anſwers, 
That if any were deceived by Philoſophy, it proceeded not 
from Philoſophy. it ſelf, but from Mens own Weaknels or 
Wickedneſs. And although that in humane Writings a great 
Deal of Traſh is to be met with; Vet ſome Grains of Gold may 
be pick d out of it: Nevertheleſs the ſpiritual Builders muft di 
thejr beft Materials and fineſt Furniture out of the Mine of 
the holy Seriptures, the only Fountains of true Knowledge 
nd Wiſdom, to make People wile; Not to be rich in this %. 


World, but to obtain the unſearchable Riches of Chrift : No 


to jaſe al Inheritance, which Men may be thrut 
to purchale a temporal in 3 y 3 
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from by Violence, ar wheedled nl be by 
by Quirks and Stretches of Law; but to obtain an Inheritance 
incorruptible and wndefiled, and that fadeth not au. 
V. The Stars ſhew themſelves only in Abſence of the Sun, 
to comfort us by diminiſhing rhe Darkneſs of che Night; for 
when the Sun riſes they all diſappear: The Moon het elf; 


the moſt uſeful to us of all the Planets; turns lurid and pal 
vhen her elder Brother begins ta guild the Mountains with 
his Beams: Were the Sun fill preſent, the Stars would be of 
Uittie Uſe. Chriſt having gone to Heaven: himſelf, has left 
his Miniſters to ſupply his Abſence, The Bridegroom having 
departed for à Seaſon, hath left his Friends to enlighten wn 
comfort his Bride. In Heaven there 1s no need of Minifters. - 
The new Jeruſalem needs not the Light of the Sun, nor of 
{the Moon, nor of a. Candle. I ſaw no Temple there ( ſays 
John the Divine) Rev. 2. 23. There every Believer ſhall 
behpld the Sun of Righteouſneſs Face to Face: There they # 
lee him as he is, i John 3, 2. When the Bridegroom is pre. 
ſent, 2 x N _ 8 the FRO . 8 joy! 4 7 * 
ride. Therefore the Church prays, Song 8. 14. Make haſte, 
my Beloved, and be thou like to Fg Roe, or 4 Jene Har? upon the 
| Mountains of Spices, When the whole General Aﬀembly of 
the Firſt-born ſit under the Shadow of the Tree of Life, chen 
_ ſhall the Four Beafts and the Four and twenty Elders 'be for 
ever employed in ſinging NOR and giving Glory and 
Honour, and Thanks to him that fits on the Throne, "pl 


$ 
who lives for ever and ever. FC 
VI. The Stars appear not all at once, while ſome ſet, others 
do rife, Zech. x. 5. Our Fathers where are they, and do the NS. 
Bets live for ever? Many of our Worthies are gone, but in 
Read of thoſe Elyabs, the Chariots and Horſemen of I/vael, 
( who were bold to ſuffer for the Name of Chrift, not only 


Ihe ſpoiling of their Goods, and the Loſs of their Liberty, 


and Baniſhment from their native Country, but even Death 
t ſelt) the Lord hath raiſed up the Sons of the Prophets, 
ſome Eliſbas to fill the Rocms of thoſe that are gone. And 
ſince our laſt Aſſembly here, ſome of our ſhining Lights are 
removed to the Father of Lights, to ſhine as the Stars for 
ever and ever. -Bur' as Chrift will not want a People on 
Farth, while the Sun governs by Day, and the Moon and 
Stars do rule by Night; ſo he will not fail to give them 


* 


* 
„ 
* A TED. + g 
* 4 * _—T_, 
f 7 * » ov? 4 an,” OY <4 4 
<W 4 "Rr - w* 
3 : * \ "7" = 
\ * 4 
aug, Or ro _ WW 
v. r 1 
* - 5 
* * 


E c 
* 
9 * 
L 
o 


daſtoxs according to his own Heart, to feed them with Know- -* 
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Lind. Though we cannot pretend to the eminent and truly 
apoftolical Gifis of our werthy Predeceſſors, yet if we be 


Kaitnful with our God, we ſhall not want our Reward. We 


may be - reckoned Worthies, though we come not the length 
of tne firſt Three, — 


VII. The. Stats of the Church are like to the Stars of 
Heaven, becauſe of the great Diverſity that's found amongſt 
them. And, Firſt, The Stars differ from one another in 
Situation, Magnitude, Influence and Glory. 1 Cor. 15. 41. There 
is one Glory of the Sun, another of the Moon, another Glory of 


the Stars, for one Star differeth from another Star in Glory, 
Some are of the firft, ſome of the ſecond, third, fourth, and 
: fome.-but of the fifth and ſixth Magnitude. Some are fo 
.dazling, that they appear wita a peculiar Splendor among 


the Beauties of the Night: Some are obſcure and nebulous, 
_ -lomeare not to be ſeen at all but with the Help of Teleſcopes: 
And of ſuch there are vaſt Multitudes, in that Part of the 


Firmament called the Milky-Fay. The Stars of the Church 
ate not all enlightned, by the Day-ſpring from on High wit 
the ſame Degree of Splendor. They are not all poſſeſt with 


the ſame Gifts, nor in the ſame Meaſure, To one is given 
Profoundneſs of Knowledge, to another Excellency of Speech, 

to a third Solidity and Firmneſs of Judgment, to a fourth they 
Conduct and Dexterity of Prudence. One excels in the Giftf 


of Preaching, another in the Gift of Prayer, another in Go 
vernment; . Paul.was ſublime in Reaſoning 3 Apollos mighty 
in the Scriptures; John the Divine ſoars aloft in Myſteries, 


and yet excels in Sweetnels ; 1/aiah was pompous and magni- 


ficent in his Stile; David the ſweet Singer of 1/rael charms 
and ſurprizes at once, with his divine Raptures and poetical 
Strains. Scarce will you find in the greateft Aſſembly o 

Minifters two alike, far leſs equal in all Things. Some like 
Stars of the firft Magnitude, ſhine with a ſparkling Brightneſs; 
others have Rays which are more weak and obſcure. Some 
are Prudent, but not very Floquent. Some have the Gift of 


preaching, but are not very conſiderable for their Prudence andy 
moderating their Paſſions. Some have the Art of raiſing the 


Affections, others the Skill of informing the Judgment. Some 


have a Talent of Politeneſs and Addreſs in dealing with People 
of Character. Some like fkilful Phyficians know how to deall} 
| a | by with 


| ledge and Underſtanding. Bleſſed be GOD that hath raiſed 
up an hopeful Seed, tor the Service ef his Church in this} 
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ſame Spirit, to another the working of Miracles, 8c. 


eve 
Minifter ſhould have a Competency of each of theſe Gifts, 
yet ſothe excel in one and ſome in another. God in thus 
diverſifying his Gifts, makes his manifold Wiſdom. appear. 
Thus Chrift's Spouſe, the Church, is ſerved, and her different 


| Neceflities anſwered by the different Gifts and Abilities of her 


Teachers, 1 Cor. i2. and 4. to the 11. Now there are Diverſi- 


ties of Gifts but the ſame Spirit, for to one is given by the Spirit, 


the Word of Wiſdom, to another the Word of Knowledge by the 
| The great 
End of this Diverfity is to ſhew, That the Members of Chrift's 
myftical Body ſhould have the ſame Care one of another, and that 
none may ſay to his Brother I have no need of thee, and that there 


be no Schiſm in the Body, Verſe 25, Ce. 


24h, Of the Stars fome are wandering and ſome ft. The 


| Planets wander through all the Degrees of the Zodiac; and 


| 4 later Obſervers tell us, That Comets travel through the whole 
the 


Cireuit of the Heavens : But the greateft Part of the Stars are 
fixed to one Place, being confined to their own Spheres like 
Diamonds in a Ring. The ſame Diverſity is applicable to the 
Stars of the Church, whereof ſome are not fixed to any certain 
Place, but go through the whole World, carrying the Flam- 
beau of the everlafting Goſpel to all the Parts of the habitable 
Earth: Such were the Apoftles, who had the whole World 
for their Dioceſs, according to the Tenor of their Commiſſion, 
Matth. 28. 19. Go ye therefore and teach all Nations, 8&c. The 
Apoftle Tun had the Care of all the Churches, 1 Cor. rr. 28. 
But now the ordinary Paftors of the Church have their ſettled 
Stations and fixed Abode where they are obliged to imploy 
their Talents in one Corner of the Lord's Vineyard, except 
when the Neceſſity of the Church calls them elſewhere. Non- 
Reſidence as it is inconſiſtent with the Duty of a Minifter, ſo 
it was never allowed by our Church. And this is a Grievance 
that hath been regreted by ſome in our Neighbour Church of 
a long Time, and not yet redreſſed. Every Miniſter hath his 
Flock to feed, his Field to labour, his Poft to maintain, 
which he cannot abandon without being guilty of the Crime 
or Dara, | OE, 
34h, There is yet another Difference among the Stars of the 


Firmament, which is applicable to the Stars of the Church. 


ometimes we ſee Stars extraordinary ariſe, which you ns 
5 B 2 0 een 


was 


ſeen nor obſerved before. Pliny tells us of one that aroſe in the 
Ly of - Hipparchw the Philoſopher, A learned Florentine 
o 


bſerved Four new Stars, which he called by the Name of 
Medicis, There was a very extraordinary one that appeared 


in the End of the "Fifteenth Century, behind the Chair of 


Caſhopeia, that ſhone for the Space of Two Years, as bright as 
the Morning Star; which filled all the Aftronomers in thoſe 


Days with great Admiration. We are certain, from Mat.2. 2. 


there was a new Star that aroſe in the Eaſt, at the Birth of 
our Saviour, which guided the wile Men to the Place where 


he was born. Sometimes the Lord raiſes up extraordinary Z 
Lights in his Church, for clearing up the Truth, when it is 


overwhelmed with the miſty Clouds of Error, Hereſy, Super- 
{rion, Deluſion or ldolatry. Moſes and Juſbua, Samuel and 
Nathan, Elyah and Eliſba, were ſignal Inſtances of tnis in the 
Old Teſtament, and many other Prophets whom the Lord 
called in an extraordinary Manner, to ſhine in a dark and 
cloudy Night, when the Mifts of Idolatry and Vice did cover 
the Face of the Church. And in the New Teſtament, ſuck 
were John the Baptiſt, and the Apoſtles of our Lord, thoſe 
powerful Sons of Thunder, who darted their Light, and 
extended their Voice to the outmoft Corners of the Earth. 
When the Church was overwhelmed with rhe Superſtition and 
Idolatry of Antichrift, the Lord raiſed up ſome eminent 
Witneſſes from Time to Time, to clear up the Truth, and to 
ſummon his People to come out of Babylon: Such were John 
Wicklef in England in the Fourteenth Century, John Huſs, and 
Jerom of Prag in Bohemia: And a Hundred Years after them, 
_ thoſe heroick Spirits, Luther in Germany, Zuinglius in Switzer- 
land, Calvin in France and Geneva, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. 
Wiſheart in Scotland, and Mr. Knox. whom Bezax calls the 
Apoſtle of the Scots. All theſe and many more did God raiſe 
up to ſcatter the Darkneſs of the Papacy. Then the Lord 
e the Worg, and great was the Company of them that 
Publiſhed it. Then did the Guſpel run, and was glorified, like 
a mighty Torrent carrying before it, not only Cities and 
Provinces, but whole Nations and Kingdoms, making them 


caft off the Yoke of the Babylonian Harlot. Such extraordinary 


Lights were ſome too, in our own Land, kindled in the laft 
Century, admtrably-gifted and aſſiſted of God, to contend 
againſt the LDagon of Prelacy, and other Corruptions that 
were creeping into our Church, Such as Mr, Bruce, Mx. V. on, 

| | the 
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the Two Melvils, Mr. Simſon, Mr. Calderwood, and the famous 
Mr: Davidſon. And about Thirty Years after them, Mr. Hen- 


| derſon, Dickſon, Douglas, Rutherfoord, Wood and others. It 
has been ſeen in all Ages, That the great Mafter of the Vine- 
yard has qualified and thruſt out ſuch extraordinary Labourers, 
when the Service of the Chureh did require it, as Mr. Du Boſt 


2 French Divine obſerves. Never did a Goliah advance him- 


ſe!f to defy the Armies of the living God, but the Lord raiſed 
up a little David to {mite him on the Fore-head ; that ſo his 
ame might not be diſhonouted, nor his Glory trampled 


upon by the infulting Foe. 


But although there be a great Reſemblance between the 
Stars of Heaven, and the Stars of the Church, yet the Parallel 
does not hold in all Reſpects. For, Firſt, The Stars have 
Power only over our Bodies, but not over our Souls. Hence 
that ſaying, Sapiens dominabitur Aſtris, Our Spirits being 

borer, are exeemed from the Jurildition of the Stars. 


over the Spirits of Men. Their Force extends to the Con- 
ſcience, to bring down the ſtrong Holds ot Sin, and thoſe 
Lufts which war againft the Soul. Their Riys do - vibrate 
ſo ſtrongly as to make Sinners bow theit ftiff Necks, and 
take on the Yoke of Chrift. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. For the Weapons 
of our Warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the 
Pulling down of ſtrong Holds, cating down Imaginations, and 


| = high Thing that exalteth it ſelf againſt the Knowledge of 
God, 


and bringing into Captivity every Thought to the Obedience of 


| Chriſt, 


II. All the Stars, except Three of the Planets, are highey 
than the Sun: But all the Stars of the Church are vaſtly inferior 
to Jeſus Chtiſt, they hold a Rank far below him, both in the 
Church militant and triumphant. He is the Head, they are 
the Members; He is their Lord and King, they his Subjects 
and Servants ; He is the Captain-General, they his Soldiers, 
or at beft inferior Officers, to manage and guide his ſpiritual 
Army. | Te 

It, It was an old Opinion, That the Stars follow the 
Coutſes of the Spheres to which they are fixed and chained, as 
thoſe Eyes ſpoken of, Ezek. 1. 18. which were round about the 
Wheels : They went and moved as the Wheels moved. Mini- 
ſters muft not follow the Courſe, and pleaſe the capricious 
Humours of their People. IT are ſer to be their in 
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and therefore muſt oppoſe and correct their vitious Inclinations 
| When they ſuffer themſelves to be toft about like Nails in a 
Cart Wheel, by the fooliſh Humours of People, whoſe Paſſions 
are ftrong, while their Reaſon is weak; they diſparage theirſ 
Function, and proftrate their Authority. How unlike is this 


i 
f- 


to the Practice of the holy Apoftle, Gal. r. ro, Or do I ſeek to 
Pleaſe Men; for, if I yet pleaſed Men, I ſhould not be the Servant : 
of Chrift. As we ought not to pleaſe great Men, for Fear off 0 
offending them, ſo we ought not to pleaſe mean Men, for Feat 
of loſing them. The great Apoftle thought it below him tog 
ſeek Glory of Men, or to be tickled with the uncertain Breath th 
of popular Applauſe. He did not think it worth his While to ve 
uſe flattering Words, but endeavoured fo to ſpeak and ſo to act, 
not as pleaſing Men, but God who tirieth our Hearts, 1 Theſ. 2. Cy 
4, 5, 6. 12 0 | | 


= IV. The Stars were by the Ancients thought to be carried 1 
y the Heavens where they are placed. The ſpititual Stars are , 
not upholden by their Flocks in their minifterial Work: They \ 
receive not their Miniftry ftom them, but from the Son off 
God, who calls them by his Word, and ſupports them by his 
Power; Gal. 1. 12. For I neither received it of Man, neither | 
was I taught it, but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt, „„ 
V. Both good and bad receive Benefit by the Light and n 


Influences of the Stars, Maith, 5. 45. For he maketh his Sun to 
riſe on the evil and on the good, and ſendeth. Rain on the juſt and 
on the unjuſt, Miniſters indeed are to teach, inſtruct, invite 
and exhort all to come to Jeſus Chriſt, that they may get 
Life; bur it's only the ſincere Chriftian that reaps any ſpiritual 
Javing Benefit by their Labours. The wicked and carnal 
Profeſſor is hewed by the Prophets, and ſlain by the Word of God's 
Mouth, Hoſea 6. 5. It's. a lad Thing to be lain by the healing 
Word of God, which to many is the Savour of Death unto 
Death, while to others it is the Sauour of Life unto Life, 

2 Cor. 2.16. Tho! the Sun and Stars ſhine never ſo brightly, 
yet the blind ſee not their Light, and the dead feel not their 
Heat. Many have Eyes, but {ee not; Ears, but hear not; and 

Hearts, but do not underfland, IIa. 6. 9, 10. 
': Secondly, Let us next conſider the Import of the Stars being 

Holden in Chriſt's Rig Or- Hand. If Miniſters Work be gieat, 
their Encouragemert is as great: They are upholden by that 
ſame Right. hand that upholds the Heaven and the Earth, 
ard Keeps the whole World from ſinking into nothing. * 
V 8 g 4. 5 that, 
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tions Wat though of themfelv{: they can do nothing; yet, through 


— 


Chrift that ſtrengthneth them, they may do all Things, Philip. 4. 13. 
Ir was an Opinion maintained by Ariſtotle and ſome others of 
the Ancients, that every one of the Stars is governed by a 
particular Angel, who moves them through the liquid Space, 
and ſerves them as a Charioteer or Waggoner. Tho' this 
Opinion ſhould not hold with Reſpect to the Stars of Heaven; 
yer it is infallibly true of the Stars of the Church, That they 
are holden in the Hand, not of many Angels, but of One, 
and that not a created, but an uncreated Angel, the Son of 
God, the great Angel of the Covenant, in whom are hid all 
the Treaſures of Wiſdom and Underſtanding. It is this ſo- 
vereign Intelligence that forms, appoints, guides and main- 
tains. them in all their Steps and Motions. His Hand is 


| ſufficient ro uphold all faithful Minifters, in whatever diſtant 
Corners of the Earth they be. He hath promiſed to be with 
them to the End of the World, Matth. 28. 20. But more parti- 
cularly, tis Jeſus Chrift who calls and ſends them out to their 
Work, Ezek. 3. 17. Son of Man, I have made thee a Watich-man. 


over the Houſe of Iſrael ; therefore hear the Word at my. Mouth, 
and give them warning from me. Matth. 28. 19. Go reach all 


| Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt. Eph. 4. 11. And he gave ſome Apoſtles, 
# ſome Prophets, ſome Evangeliſts, and ſome Paſtors and Teachers for 
| the perfecting the Saints, for the Work of the. Miniſtry, for the 


edifying of the Body of Chrift, They are made Bithops by the 
Holy Ghoft, 4#s 20. 28. | F346? 

II. He qualifies them for the Work to which he calls them. 
He hath aſcended up on High, and led Captivity captive, and gave. 
Gifts unto Men, Eph. 4.8. He endows them with Knowledge, 


| Wiſdom and Diſcretion. He touches their Lips with a Live- 


Coal from his Altar, and gives them the Tongue of the 
Learned, to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon. He gives them the 
Spirit of Power, and the Gift of Utterance. He makes them 
apt to teach, and enables them to ftop the Mouths of Gain- 
ſayers, and to ſpeak ſuitably to the various Caſes of Peoples 
Souls. Their Gifts of preaching and praying are from him, 
by the one they are God's Mouth unto the People, and by 
the other they are the Peoples Mouth unto God. He gives. 
them a Heart to conceive, Memories to retain, and Tongues 
to expreſs and hold forth the Will of God, both to Saints and 


Sinners. ial 


1 


| of chem, and who not: That they give not Childrens Bread 


faithful Miniſters many Time at, and how hardly are they put 


; of Diſcipline, admoniſhing ſome, rebuking others, cutting 


Le gd 24 ]- 3 1 
„II. He clears up their Call unte them, not only by beſtou- 


ing Gifts to. quuliſie them, but by opening a Door in his 
Providence, and giving thein the external Cal} of the Church. 
As he employs them in Bufineſs, fo he fits them for it. He 
ſends none a Warfare on their own Charges. He gives pecu- Wav 
lize Talents for every Piece of Service, 1 Cor. Iz. 1, 4, 8. 
Extnordinary Gifts are now ceaſed ; hut his faithful Servants the 
may Fil} depend upon him, for a competent Meaſure of the Rare 
Gifts and Graces of the Spirit to carry them through. And all 
they ought to ſtir up thoſe Gifis of God that are in them, Ha 
1 Tim. 4. 2 Tim. t. 6. 5 — 
IV. tt's his powerful Hand that ſupports them in their great (f 


and difficult Taſk. - Without this they could not ſhew them- | th 


ſelves approved unto God, as Workmen that need not be pi 
aſhamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth, 2 Tim. 2. 15. | fo 
That their Work is very great, appears both from the Titles 
that are = them, and the particular Taft that is aſſigned 
them. They ate called Builders, m Cor. 3. 9, ro. Soldiers, 
2 Tim. 2. 4.  Warchmen, Ezek. 3. 17. Ja. 58. 1. Who muſt give 
the Alarm to fleepy and tfegure Sinners, Prov. 6.9. Rom. 13. 14. 
Paftors who muft feed- Chriſt's Flock with Knowledge and 
Underſtanding; Jer.4. 15. . Stewards of the Myſteries of God, 
Ambaf8adors in Chriſt” s Stead, praying Sinners to be veconciled to 
God,-2 Cor. 5. 10. They ate Friends of the Royal Bridegroom, 
fent forth to wo a Bride to Chriſt. They muſt travail in 
Birth, till Chrift be formed in Sinners, Gal. 4. 19. 1 Cor. 4. 15. 
The ſeveral Parts of their Wotk are theſe: To preach the 
Goſpel in Seaſon, and oui ef Seaſon, 2 Tim. 4. 2. To pray for 
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Ihe People both in publick and ſceret, Acts G 4. Io adminiſter 


re Sacraments, which requires no {mall Meaſure of Diſcreti- 
on, to know who are fit to be admitted to the Participation 


kee nor withhold from any of God's Children what is 
their due. What a difficult Work is that of Catechizing, to in- 
Krutt People according to their various, Capacities, and that 
of viſiting the Sick, and praying over them? What a Loſs are 


to it, to know the Plagues of Peoples Souls, and addreſs 
themſelves ſuitably unto them. Moreover, they are to govern 
the Church, and diſpenſe the Cenſures thereof in the Exerciſe 


off rotten Members with the Sword of nme 


* 
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All this con 
Apoftle, And who 3s ſufficient for theſe Things? 2 Cor. 2. 1 


have no Reaſon to be diſcourag "SEN | 
V. As the invincible Hand of Chrift aſſiſts Minifters in 
their Work, ſo it defends them againft their Enemies, which 
are more in Number than the Hatts of their Head. They, of 
all Men dy Yor moft expoſed to the Fury of Satan and the 
Hatred of the World. The great red Dragon, the ſworn Ene- 


t (tor as weak as the World reckons them) ate the Leaders of 
m- the ſacred Militia, who are ſtill travelling to ruin tus Em- 
be | pire, and to ſap the Foundations of his Kingdom. There- 
5. | fore he ftands at their Right-hand to reſiſt them, Zech. 3. 2. 
es BW He ſeeks to winnow them as Wheat, Luke 22. 31. He ſends forth 


ed | Bis Meſſengers to buffet them, and to thruſt Thorns in their Flelh, 
, 2 Cor. 12. 7. The cunning Enemy knows, that when the 


0 Shephetd is ſmitten, the Flock will ſoon be ſcattered, they 
fo | wreſtle not againſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt WH ur" of and 
d Powers, againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this 

againſt ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places, Eph. C. 12, 16. It is 


ſpiritual Warfare, by his itreſiſtible Hand, that metes the Hea- 
2 vens with a Span; and weighs the Mountains in Scales, and the 
. Hills in a pair of Ballances, Prov. 30. 4. He who hath eſtabliſn- 
r ed all the Ends of the Earth, who can by his out- ſttetched 
Arm divide the Sea, zent the Rocks, and ſtrike through 
Kings in the Day of his Wrath; takes Care to uphold his 
Servants, comforts them in their Diftteflles, ſuccours them in 
their Weakneſs, animates and encoutages them in their Fears, 
teaches their Hands to War, and theit Fingers to fight, arms 
them to the Batrel, ſeconds them in the Combat, preſerves 
them in Danger, and covers them with his Feathers, and 
makes them rruft under the Shadow of his Wings. He will 


never abandon nor forſake them: Neither Death nor Life, © 


Things preſent, nor Things to come, ſhall be able to ſeparate them 
from the Love of GOD in Chri# Jeſus, Rom. 8. 38. He ſets his 
Heart upon them, and keeps them as the Apple of his Eye. 
"Tis remarkable, That the Participle 6x oy is in the preſent 
age importing à continued Action; to that they need not 
fear the Alteration of their $appy and honourable Eſtate. A. 


red, may juſtly make vs cry out with rhe holy; 
But when we look to the „ Arm that ſupports us, we ; 
n | | 


my of the Work and Chutch of GOD, ſees that Minifters 


orld, and 


, | | 
o | needful then, that Chrift help them, who ate called to this 
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hold that in our Right-hand bay? Grotius ) which we grip 
faft, and have no Mind to part with. No Man ſhall ever be 
able to pull any of Chriſt's Stars or Sheep out of his Hand, 
John 10. 28. They need not the ſecular Arm to ſupport them, 
ſeing they are upholden by a Hand more powerful than it. It 
is indeed the Duty of the ſecular Arm, to extend it ſelf for 
the Protection and Encouragement of Chriſt's Church and 
Servants. But though this Support ſhould fail, that power- 
ful Hand that held the Stars for Three hundred Years, when | 
all the fecular Powers were againft them, can do ſo ftill. 
Kings ſhould be nurſing Fathers, and Queens nurſing Mothers | 
to the Church of Chrift ; though many a Time the true Church 
and faithful Minifters, have been little behelden to them. | 


We have Reaſon, however, to be thankful to GOD, for what 
Encouragement this Church hath had from the fecular Powers, 
ſince the happy Revolution. 5 
VI. His holding them in his Right- hand, demonftrates the 
Honour and Eſteem he puts on them. The Right- hand as it is 
the Hand of Strength, and the Hand of Skill and Dexterity, 
Hal. 139. 5. So it is the Hand of Honour and Dignity. Gro- 
tius obſerves, That it is an Alluſion to Diamonds ſer in Gold 
Rings, which uſed to be worn on the Right-hand for Orna- 
ment, Jer. 22. 24. Though Coniah the Son of Jehoiakim were 
the Signet upon my Right. Hand, yet would I pluck thee thence. 
Het me as a Seal on thine Arm, Song 8. 6. Solomon let his Mo- 
ther Bathſbeba on his Right-hand, in Teftimony of his Re- 
ſpect to her. Chrift is exalted at the Right- hand of the Fa- 
ther; and he will ſet his Sheep on the Rigut-hand at the 1 
of Judgment, to ſhew the Honour he puts on them. Faithſu 


_ Minifters are Jittle efteemed by the Men of the World, yea 


counted as Off-ſcourings. But they need not care much for 
that while Chrift the King of kings, and conſequently the 
Fountain of all Honour, puts ſo much Honour upon them, 
x Cor. 4. 9, 10, c. 2 Cor. 4.7, 8, Eo | 
VII. This Expreſſion imports, That he directs, guides, and 
erfully moves them at his Pleaſure : The Right- hand is the 
dof Action. Whether it be that the Veſſels and Canals are 
Jarger, fo that the Animal-ſpirits flow into them with a great- 
ex Current; or that Uſe makes it ſo, we need not enquire, But 
it is certain that the Right-hand is both more nimble and 
ftronger than the other. T/al. 21. 8. 24, 3. Thy Right. hand 
Hall find out theſe that hate thee, Plal. 89. 13. Thou ha#t 4 


mighty Arm, trong is thy Hand, and high is thy Right- hand, 


Pla). 


/ 


- 


and Moon endures. 
Witneſſes. 


Pſat. 18. 35. Thy Right Lend Lf holden me up. The Right- 


hand ( ſays Pererius ) is both more honourable and ſtronges 
than the Left. | of 
VIII, It may import his glorying in them, as notable In- 


ſtances of his marvellous Power and Virtue : While by them 


he confounds the Force of his Enemies. He makes Uſe of 


them as his Organs and Inftruments, by which he doth great 
Things, inſtructing the Ignorant, awakening the Secure, re- 
Z ſorming the Profane, and quickening dead Sinners - 
= which may encourage faithful Minifters and ſincere Believers, 
that they have not a handleſs Mediator, but one who hath 
both Hands and Feet; as Mr. Durham obſerves on the Place. 


All 


Further giving the Right-hand is a Symbol of good Will and 
Affection. Cnrift will maintain a Miniftry while the Sun 
The Men of the Earth may flay the 
Antichrift, the Beaft that aſcendeth out of the 
bottomleſs Pit, may make War againft them, and overcome, 


yea, and kill them, but God will raiſe them up again, Kev. r1. 


7, It. He will ſuffer none to harm his Servants, without put- 
ting a Mark of his Indignation on thoſe that do ſo, Touch not 
nine anointed, and do my Prophets no Harm, Plal. 105. 14, 15. 
* Thirdly, From all this we may ſee, the Reaſons why our 
Lord gives his Minifters the Denomination of Stars, and why 


he hath them in his own Right. hand. They may well be called 
Stars, both ' becauſe of the ſaving Graces and ſhining Gifts 


beftowed upon them by their great Lord and Maſter. e en- 
dues them with ſaving Knowlege, Faith unfeigned, ardent 
Love and Charity, both to God and Man, lively Hope, which 
makes them look beyond the Stars, and expect the Inheritance 
of the Saints in Light, a ſublime and heavenly Temper of 
Opirit, whereby they deſpile ſublunary Things 3 true and 


' ſincere Holineſs diſpoſing them to caft off the Works of Dark- 


neſs, and put on the Armour of Light. Moreover, he adorns 
them with eminent Gifts, that ſo they may be ſerviceable unto 
his Church: Such as Wiſdom, Prudence, Solidity of Judgment, 
Acuteneſs of Wit, Fertility of Invention, Readineſs and 
Dexterity of Elocution, Skill to diſpenſe the Myfteries of God, 
rightly dividing the Word of Truth, to every one according 
to their various Neceſſities. To ſome, the Word of Inſtructi- 
on; to others, the Word of Exhon ation; to others, the Word 
of Reproof and Correction; to others, the Word of Conſo- 
lation and Encouragement. They are placed in an eminent 
Station, being ſer as Guides to the Blind, Lights to then 
C which 


8 F 38 ; 
which are in Darkneſs, luftrutters bf the Fooliſh, and Teach T 
.ers of Babes, Rulers and Governours to the Church, Rom. 2 * 
19. Heb. 13. 17. : | A 
| - | There is good Reaſon, why Chrift ſhould hold theſe Starif'"* 
in bis Righi- hand; 1. Becaule of the Love he bears to them, 
Chriſt hath a dear and affectionate Love fer all his People 
and eſpecially - for his Servants who turn many unto Ri — | of 
ouſneſs, z. Becauſe of the [ntereft he hath in them. They 
are his Servants, his Meſſengers and Ambaſſadors ; Workers 
r with him: Wherefore he ſaith, He that receiveth you, 
receiveth me; and he that receiveth me, receiveth him that ſent 
me, Mat. 10 40. 3. Becauſe of the Scrvice he hath for them. 
Tue chief Shepherd ſets them to feed his Lambs, as Nurſes r 
to adminiſter the fincere Milk of his Word to Babes; as 
Stewardsto break the Bread of Life unto his Children, though 
they are but weak Men, and ſubject to the ſame Infirmities and 
like Paſſions with others, yer he imploys them in a difficult 
and weighty Work, which they would be very uncapable to 
manage, if he did not hold them in his Right-hand; and with- 
| our this, their Enemies would be too powerful and too cun- V 
ning for them. The Subtilty of Saran, the Sollicitations of . 
the Fleſh, the Threats and Alurements of the World would J 
ſoon render them unſerviceable. | 
I come in the laſt Place to draw ſome Inferences: And | ® 
Fꝛſt, we may ſee, that the miniſterial Work is not ſo eaſie as c 
fome People apprehend it to be. What a difficult Task is it 
to penetrate into the Depths of divine Myfteries, to find out 1 
the Truth, which (as one ſaid) lies hid in a deep Pit? [f 
1 
| 


How difficult is it to zun to the Relief of ſo many diſtreſſed 
Souls, to anſwer the Caſes of ſo many afflicted Conſciences, 
to ſpeak ſuitably and ſealonably to the various Cales of the 
ignorant, the hard- hearted, the ſecure, the preſumptuous and 
| felf-concrited, the carnal and profane Sinner. This is a 
Work of no ſmall Difficulty and Toil, which made the holy 
Apoftle cry out, And who i ſufficient for theſe Things ? 

II. Though the Work be difficult and burdenſome, yet 
withall it is uſeful, neceſſary and honourable, to inſtruct the 
Ignorant, to give Wiſdom to the Simple, to open the Eyes of 
the Blind, to relieve the Oppreſſed, to deliver thoſe who are 
condemned to Poverty, Slavery and Death, are Offices worthy 


of the greateſt of Men. | DE 


— 


* $111. That thoſe who Lo. Ja deſpiſe Chriſt's Servants; 


Ives into a viſible Danger. They are guilty of the 
gratitude for the beft of Services. If it be a Kindneſs to 
Neliver a Man who is in imminent Hazard of Death, to fan- 
Im a Slave, and relieve him from tugging at the Oar, or 
" igging in the Mines, to reftore a Perſon to Health, who is 
anguiſhing under a painful and loathſom Diſeaſe, to fhew a 
Condemned Malefactor, a Way how he may procure a Re- 
iſſion, and fo be delivered from the Gallows . It is eertain- 
By a far greater Kindneſs to deliver a Soul from the Plague of 
Bin, the Slavery of Luſt, the Tyranny of Satan, and the 
[Danger of eternal Miſery and Wo. Thoſe that are guilty of 
this Crime, have not to do with poor frail Men like them- 


5) ſelves, but with him who is girded with Strength, who ſetteth 
ule faſt the Mountains, and whoſe powerful Hand can eaſily 


to || firike them down to the loweft Hell: They 1 ht not again 
th- | Man, but againſt God, Acts 5. 39. Chrift will be too firong 
n- | for all his Enemies, when he will bring the Wheel of his 


of | Wrath over them, and conſume them with the Fire of his 


19 Jealoufie. 


IV. It follows, That thoſe who are iraployed in this emi- - 


id nent Station, ſhould adorn their Profeſſion, by walking ſuit- 
my 2 to their Character, that ſo they may magnifie their 
ce. | | 
I. Are we Stars? Then let us Mine with Purity of Dofrine 
> || and Holineſs of Life, Mat. 5. 16. Phil. 2. 15. Let our Light 
ſhine at all Times, in all Places, and in all Companies, both 
in the Summer of Profperity, and in the Winter of Adverfuy. 
But more particularly Minfters ſhould ſhine, t. In the ſo- 
lemn Aſſemblies of Go 
ſhould be as Mount Tabor, where we ſhould converſe with 
Moſes and the Prophets, with Chrift and his Apoftles, mind- 
Ing that we have to do with a holy God, and with the im- 
mortal Souls of People, which muft be ſhortly either in 
Heaven or Hell. We Mauld never forget that ſolemn Ad- 
vice of the Apoſtle to Timothy, Take heed unto thy ſelf. and unts 
thy Doctrine, continue in them, for 1a doing this thou ſhalt both 
ſave %% and them that hear thee, 1 Tim. 4. 6. 
II. We ſhoutd ſhine amongſt our Flocks, by an innocent and 
ptous Converſation, and beware of giving them any Encou- 
tagement, by our Example, to fin : The common People will 


$ they are guilt of an atrocious Crime, ſo they run them- 


d's People. Our Pulpit (ſays Ferom) 


ö 


5 


Miniſter does; If he take an Inch they will take an Ell. As 
we ought to avoid giving them any juft Ground of Offence, 
ſo we ought not, through an aukward Modefty and criminal 
Baſhfulneſs, forbear to reprove them for their unſuitable 
Words and undecent Actions. Our whole Life ſhould be a 
Tranſcript of the Life of the holy and bleſſed Jeſus, a living) 
Epiftle in which the People may read the Way wherein they {8 © 
ought_to walk, 1 Tim. 4, 12. Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth, * 
but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, in Converſa. 
tion, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity. | 
III. Let us ſhine while in Company with others, upon the Ac- 
count of Buſineſs or friendly Converſation. We muft not 
allow our ſelves in any undue Liberty, which will not miſs 
to be improven, by a great many People, who lie in wait for 
Opportunities of this Nature, that ſo they may ſpend their 
profane Breath, in declaiming againft thoſe who wear the 
ſacred Character, and tempt others to contemn the Office for 


the Officer's Sake. Let vs take Care to commend: our ſelves to 
as ig Conſcience in the light of God, 2 Cor. 4. 2. 
IV. Let us fhine in our Fudicatories. It is obſerved by 
ſome, That the Stars never ſhed their Influences with preater 
Force, than when they are joined in Conſtellations. But be 
this as it will, we ought to take Care that we give not 
Ground of reviving the old Complaint of Gregory Nazianzen, 
who tells us, That he never obſerved good Effects following 
on the Meetings of the Biſhops, for in fiead of curing the 
_ Church's Diſeale, they made it much worſe, and therefore 
he declined to go to. them. Let us confider whom we repre- 
ſent, and what a difficult Work we have in Hand, and ſtill 
have upon our Hearts that awful Charge, which Fehoſbaphat 
gave to his Judges, 2 Chron. 19. 5. Take heed what ye do: For 
ye judge not for Man, but for the Lord, who is with you in the 
Judgment. Wherefore now, let the Fear of the Lord be upon you, 
take heed, and do it: For there is no Iniquity with the Lord our 
God, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of Gift. oy 
V. Let us ſhine in our Families, The Apoſtle Paul gives us 
an excellent Deſcription of a Chriſtian Biſhop, 1 Tim. 3.2, , 
4» 5- 4 Biſhop then muſt be blameleſs, the Husband of one Wife, 
vigilant, ſober, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality, apt to 
teach; not given to Wine, no ſtriker, not greedy of filthy Lucre. 
biit patient; not a Brawler, not covetous © One thai ruleth vey 
| x Bis. 
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think, they may ſin with 2 Warri, if they do what theit 
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when no Eye is 


de 2 VI. We ought alſo to ſhine in our Cloſett, 

vingvpon us but God's; improving our ſelves by private Study, 
mey that we may be the more terviceable to Chriſt and his Church. 
uth, ¶ Timothy is exherted to give himſelf to Meditation and Read- 


ing, notwithſtanding the extraordinary Gifis that were poured 
out in thoſe Days, T Tim. 4. 15. 2 Tim. 3. 14, Paul himſelf 
| had his Books and Parchments; but to what Purpoſe, if not to 
read on them? Nevertheleſs, this is not ſo ſtrictly to be under- 
ſtood, as if ſome Relaxation and Divertiſement might not be 
allowed. A Bow too much bent, will break at the laſt. 
Secondly, Let us imitate theſe bright Luminaries of Heaven 
in their Conſtancy. Nothing can ftop them in their Courſe 
nothing mars or deters them: The Moon holds on her Race, 


hindred in his Journey, by all the Arrows which the Barbarians 
by in Africa, in their Bitterneſs, when ſcorched with his Heat, 
ter ſhoot at him. What though the World hate vs ? What 


be though falſe Brethren reproach us? What though Satan and | 


his Angels buffet us, and do what they can to make our 
n, Miniftry ineffectual ? Yet let vs go on 1n the Strength of the 
ng Lord, making Mention of his Righteouſneſs, even of his 
he only. The Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, 
re the Lord is our King, he will ſave us. What though the 


can foon turn the Counſels of Abitophel into Fooliſhneſs. He 


1 can ſoon break the Snare of the Fowler, and diſappoint all the 
3 Projects of Hell and Rome. He has formerly delivered, and he 
, will yet deliver us. Yea, what though we ſhould paſs through 
Fire and Water, as many of our worthy Predeceſſors have 


done? yet, if the Lord bring us to a wealthy Place (as he 
8 hath promiſed) we have no Reaſon to complain? May we 
not truſt in him, whoſe out-ftretched Arm divided the Sea, 


> | of God, and his Appearance for his People, in defeating 
. their Enemies; and made the Stars in their Courſes to fight 
y againft Siſera? His right Hand doth ever valiantly ; it ſtop- 


3 peth 


3 "> 


for all the ſnarling Currs that bark at her: The Sun is not 


Adverſaries of our Reformation puſh at us; and at this Time 
ill be a little uppiſh, and begin to boaft themſelves? The Lord 


made the Sun and Moon to ſtand ſtill, to behold the Salvation 


j 


Lurneth to Flight the Armies of the Aliens, and makes big 


which Satan ordinarly ſhoots his fiery Darts; the Avenues 
the Care of all the Churches upon him. A faithful Minifter's 


— > 
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petk the Mouths of Lions; quencheth the Violence of Fit 


People to become Conquerors, and more than Conqueror 
through him that loved them. May we not ſay, That thoug 
Ten Thouſand riſe vp againft us, the Lord is at our right 
Hand; we ſhall never be moved. T9 
Thirdly, In Diligence. The Stars, when they ſet to us, they 
riſe to other Nations. When the Sun and Moon -withdraw 
their Light from our Hemiſphere, they beftow it on out 
Antipodes. They are never idle; but fill darting forth theit ¶ h 
beautiful and charming Rays: Ir is the Character of the Man 3] 
who is in the true Road to Happineſs, That his Delight is in li 
the Law of the Lord, and he meditates on it Day and Night, | F 
Pſal. r. 2. Mine Eyes prevent the Dawning of the Day (ſays the ſl v 
Pſalmiſt.) Such Diligence is incumbent on the Minifters of 
the Goſpel; who have ſo great a Work to mind, fo ſtrict and 
folemn an Account wo give, ſo great a Reward to expect, if ! 
they be faithful, and ſo dreadful a Puniſhment to look for, if I 
c 
: 
{ 
| 
| 


they be unfaithful. | 


PFourthhy, In Watchfulneſs. The Stars by ſome are called the 


Eyes of the World, ftill watching for it's good, and conti- 
nually ſhedding their benign Influences upon 1t : They neither 
ſlumber nor fleep, The Stars of the Church are Shepherds, that 
feed their Flocks in the Day-time, and watch over them in 
the Night ; and even in their Sleep have their Heads filled 
with Anxiety about their Work. They muſt take heed to 
themſelves, and the whole Flock over which the holy Ghoft 
hath made them Overſeers. They have need to watch over 
their Hearts, as well as their external Converſation : They 


muſt ſer a Watch to the Door of their Lips, to the Windows 


of their Eyes, Ears, and other bodily Senſes, that nothing 
enter in to pollute their Souls; theſe are the Ports through 


by which he makes his Entry into our Souls. The Apoſtle had 


Care for his Charge, will many Times keep his Eyes from 
Sleep. How can I but wake (ſaid Mr. W// to one who 
found him early in his Garden at Prayer, all in Tears ) when 
I have the Charge of Three thouſand Souls. 2 9 at 
. Fifthly, As the Stars enlighten the World with their Beams, 
fo they cheriſh and comfort it with their Heat. Goſpel-Mi- 
nifters ſhould be like unto them in Reſpect of the * of 
| their 


Fit neir Love and Zeal for bod 1200 Concern for the good of 
£8 hi Souls. They muſt not only be ſhining but burning 1 phts, 
like the glorious Spirits that are about the Throne of God, 
the Cherubims and Seraphims, who ſhine in Light, and burn 
with Zeal for the Service of their Mafter. A aithful Work- 
man is never pleaſed but when his Work thrives in his Hand: 
He muft be no Gallio, no Laodicean. What a Reproach is 
it for any Chriſtian or any Minifter to be Luke-warm ? Rev, 
3. 15. How abominable is this Temper ? and how unlike to 
him who ſaid, The Zeal of thine Houſe hath eaten me up. Vet 
there is need of Wiſdom to temper our Zeal : Left Phaeton- 
like, we ſet the World on Fire. Zeal without Knowledge and 
Prudence, is like a metal'd Horſe without a ſkilful Rider, 
who runs he knows not where, and leaves his Rider in the 
Dirt. And therefore, 
Siæthiy, We ought alſo, from the Stars, to learn a Leſſon of 
Moderation and Calmneſs of Temper : The Stars, for as huge 
Bodies as they are, go ſwiftly, yet ſmoothly on thro” the li- 
quid Space, without any Noiſe or Clamour. All is peace- 
able, and quiet above. It's only in theſe infertour Regions 
of the Air, where raging Tempefts, windy Storms, impe- 
tuous Showers, and fiery Meteors break out. We ſhould 
ſhow forth our Moderation to all Men, for the Lord is at 
hand. Humility and Modefty, Meekneſs and Patience, and 
Readineſs to forgive Injuries, are Characters well becoming 
a Goſpel Minifter, 1 Tim. 3. 3. We ſhould not preſently fall 
foul on a Man, becauſe he differs from us in ſome Matters, 
eſpecially if it be in leſſer Points. Difference in Judgment 
may well conſiſt with Harmony in Affection. I may well 
enough diſlike another Man's Opinion, though I do not pour 
2 Reproaches upon him, and commit Outrages on his Per- 
on. ; „ 
Sæventhiy, The Stars of the Church ſhould be like the Stars 
of Heaven, for Swiftneſs and Readineſs to do the ' Will of 
God. They are all his Servants,and do without any Heſitation, 
fulfil his Pleaſure, running with a ſwift Carreer in the ſe- 
veral Roads he hath marked out unto them. How prodigious - 
1s the Swiftneſs of the Primum Mobile and fixed Stars, if the 
old Hypotheſis hold * And even according to later Syſtems, 
how [wife is the Motion of the Planets, either in their 
Diurnal or Periodical {nn How many Thouſand — 


1 | [ 30 * Ob | 
do they run in one Hour? Our Souls ſhould be like the 
Chariots of Amminadib, running ſwiftly the Way of God's 
Commandments, without declining the hardeft Piece of Ser- 
vice he calls us to + This will be the Care and Endeavour offi 
all thoſe whoſe Hearts are enlarged by the Spirit of God, Pſa, 
119. 32. How ſwiftly did the Apoftles, thoſe bright and 
Morning Stars, run through all the Regions of the World, 
ſpreading the Light of the glorious and everlafting Goſpel 
Wherever they went. | 

Eighthly, If we imitate the Stars in Diligence and Swift- 
neſs, we may be like them alſo for Cheerfulneſs in fulfilling 
the Pleaſure of our great Lord and Mafter. The Sun as a 
Bridegroom cometh out of his Chamber, and rejoiceth as a flrong 
Man to run a Race, Pſal. 19. 5. A cheerful Frame of Spirit 
becames an honeft and faithful Minifter, as well as any Pers 
fon in the World. Now Thanks be unto God (ſays the Apoſtle) 
which always cauſeth us to triumph in Chriſt, &c. 2 Cot. 2. 
14. This u our rejoicing, the Teſtimony of out Conſcience, 2 Cor. 
1. 12. and 16. 10. 45 forrowful yet always rejoicing; as poor, 
yet making many rich. Miniftets indeed have many Cauſes of 
Sorrow, through Corruptions within and Temptations 
without, and Afflictions many Times lying on their Loins ; 
but eſpecially. becauſe of the Unfruitfulneſs and Unſucceſsful- 
neſs of their Labours. They have but too much Cauſe to 
complain, That they ſpend their Strength in vain, and Iſrael 
is not gained. They cannot but mourn when they ſee ſo many 
Souls periſhing, ſome in Ignorance, ſome in Unbelief, ſome 
with Prefumprion, fome through Slothfulneſs, ſome eaten 
away with the Cares of this World, others bewitched with 
the Lufts of the Fleſh, and others through Perverſeneſs of 
Spirit and Hardneſs or Heart, deſtroying their own Souls, 
refuſing to come to Chrift that they may get Life: Yet or- 
dinarly there are ſtill ſome who are their Hope and Joy, and 
Crown, of rejoicing, 1 Thel. 2. 19. And though their Succeſs 
be little, yer they ſhall not want their Reward; ſeing their 
Judgment is with the Lord, and their Work with their God, Iſa. 
49. 4. 3 & 44 re -46 , OP" . | | 
Nmthl,. Minifters ſhovld be of a heavenly and ſpiritual Diſ- 
Poſition of Soul. They are not only called Stats, but Angels; 
_ Moſes was a Man of God, and Timcthy gets the lame Defigna- 

tion, 2 Tim, 3. 17. A faithful Minifter will be denied to the 
. x | World, 


Office, the Lord would not 


leaſt eſteemed 


i L ] | 
World, and the Luſts of rhe +} 2 Tim, 2. 21, 22. If a Man 
therefore purge himſelf from theſe, he (hall be a Veſtel unto Honour, 
ſan#tified and meet for the Maſter's Uſe, and prepared wito'ever 
good Work, Flee all youthful Luſts, but follow Righteouſneſs, 
Faith, Charity, Peace with them that call upon the Lord out of @ 
pure Heart. They ought to beware of worldly Mindedneſs. 
When the Sun Beams ate intercepted by the Interpoſition of 
the Earth, the Moon ſuffers an Eclipſe, as likewiſe does the 
Sun, by the Moon's coming betwixt it and us Nothin 
ſullies the Beauty, and matrs the Shining of theſe Eccleſiaftic 
Stars ſo much, as the Plague of a worldly and carnal Spirit. 


| They ought to take Care that when they find it neceſſary to 


reprove others for Pride, Paſſion, Covetouſneſs, Intempe- 
rance, c. they give not Occaſion to any to twit them 
with, Phyſician cure thy ſelf. | pp 
Tenthiy, The Guides of the Church ſhould reſemble the 
Stars, in keeping their Station, Job 9. 7. He hath ſealed up the 
Stars. They don't exchange Spheres one with another, every 
one keeps that Place, which the wiſe Architect of the World 
did at fifft-appoint to them. And when any of them, as the 
Comets feem to have, excentrick Motions, what miſchievous 
and lugubrious Effects do they prognofticate to this inferior 
World! Minifters ought not unduly to meddle with Tem- 
—— Affzits and civil Places, No Man that wareth entangleth 
imſelf with the Affairs of this. Life, 2 Tim. 2. 4. The Sword 
of the Spirit, and the Sword of the Magiſtrate are quite dif- 
ferent Things. Moſes and Aaron ſhould amicably agree, but 
not uſurp one upon another. When Xorah, Dathan and Abiram, 
theſe Sohs of Levi and Reuben, roſe up againft Moſes, whom 


God had appointed to be King in Feſurun, how fatal was it 


to themſelves, and how diſmal to the whole Congregation of 
Iſrael? When Uzziah King of Fudah uſurped the Prieft's 
Yor him eſcape without a remark- 

able Token of his Diſpleaſure. The Weapons of the Ma- 
giſtrate are carnal, but the Weapons of our Miniftry are ſpi- 
ritual, 2. Cor. 10. 4. and 1 Cor. 6. 4. If then ye have Judg- 
ments of Things pertaining to this Life, ſet them to judge who are 
7 in the Church: Chriſt would not meddle in 

Things of this Nature When a certain Man deſired him to 


* ſpeak to his Brother to divide the Inheritance with him, he 


ſaid unto him, Man, who made made me a Fudge or a Di- 
Da C2 vider 
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wider ober you ?. Luke 12. 14. Yet this does not ſay, but that 
Minifters ought- to be Peace-Makers, by labouring to ac- 
commodate Differences among People under their Inſpection. 
Eleventhh, There is yet another Leſſon which the Stars of 


the Church may learn from the Stars of Heaven, and that is, 


a Leſion of Concord and Unanimity, Pythagoras and others of 
the Ancients talked much of the Muſick and Harmony of the 
Spheres; but whatever be in this, it is certain that though 
the Stars be hugely great, and do all gravitate one-toward 
another, yet they are ſo equally poiſed, and ſo wiſely ad- 
juſted by that Almighty Power that upholds, and that un- 
ſearchable Wiſdom that ditects them in their Courſes ; that 
while they run through the vaſt liquid Space, they never 


juſtle one againft another; they never fall foul of one ano- 


ther, as Ships ſometimes do in a raging Sea; for if this 
ſhould happen, then we might ſay as is ftoried of Dionyſius, 
when he obſerved the preternatural Eclipſe of the Sun, 
( which: happened at our Saviour's Crucifixton ) That either 
the God of Nature ſuffereth, or the Frame of the World is 
going to be diſſolved. Nothing hath been more fatal to the 


Church in general, and to this Church in particular, than the 


woful and unlucky Diviſions among Minifters. It was ob- 
ſerved with Regret and Lamentation of the old Biſhops in 
the Third and Fourth Centuries, and other Ages of the 
Church, that they differed about very frivolous Matters, and 
wrangled about Words, and Myfteries, and Queftions, 


ſometimes, which none of the Parties underſtood. How la- 


mentable was that Schiſm that happened betwixt the Eaftern 


and Weftern Churches, about the Celebration of Eaſter: Not 


about the Feaft it ſelf, whether it ſhould have been obſerved 
or not, which one would think / ſhould rather have been 
Ground of Debate, ſeing there is no divine Appointment 
for it, or any other ftated Feaft except the Lord's-day : Bur 


about the particular Day on which it was to be kept. I will 


not grate your Ears with the ungrateful Story ef our former 
Diviſions, but only I wiſh that the Unhappineſs of our Fa- 
thers may make us more Cautious and Wiſe. And withall we 
hape great Reaſon to be thankful to our God, that has bleſſed 
tus Church, theſe Twenty ſix Years paft, with ſuch a Spirit 
of Harmony and Love. God grant it may long continue, and 


that we may ſeriouſly conſider the Beauty and Advantage of 


"—_ | Union, 


— 
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is a very emphatick Text, Rom. 16. 17, 18. Nom I beſeech you; 
Brethren, mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary 
10 the Doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid them: For 
they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Feſus Chriſt, but their 
own Belly. It is ordinarily, worldly Gain, Prige and Affecta- 


| tion of humane Applauſe, or a too eager Deſire in Men to 


raiſe themſelves on the Ruins of others, - that's the bitter 
Root of all Divifions. And what ever be pretended as to the 
Humours of the People, it is certain from the Experience of 
all Ages, that if Miniſters did not either begin or foment 
theſe Humours, there would not be ſuch Noiſe about 
them. 1 have often lamented the undue Height that Paſſion 
hath riſen to in the Differences, even of knowing and good 
Men. Why ſhould net the Lovers of our Lord Jeſus Chrift 
cordially embrace one another in Things wherein they are 
agreed? And why ſhould they not exerciſe a Chriſtian For- 
bearance as to theſe Things wherein they may happen to have 
different Sentiments? Why ſhould we not diftinguiſh betwixt 
true Zeal, which is a divine Grace; and bitter Paſſion; which 
is an: humane Infirmity? Remembring that Offences: muſt: 
me, partly through Darkneſs, parily through the Remains 


| of 2a Body of Death, and partly through the Vigilance of the 


Grand Enemy, who is ſtill ſowing Tears among the Wheat, 
and throwing Balls of Diſſention amongſt the People and Ser- 
vants of God. But bleſſed be the Lord, for the lively Hope 
that we have of that happy Time, when the Day ſhall break, 
and the Shadows flie away - When all rhe Servants of Chriſt 
ſhall think the ſame Things, ſpeak the-ſame Things, and do 
the ſame Things. It was the Obſervation of one, with Re- 
= to the Differences between Luther and Caluin, That tho” 
they differed on Earth, yet they will agree in Heaven, Paul 
and Barnabas ſeparate no more from one another, ſince they 
arrived at the happy Regions of Concord and Love. 

And now while I am on this Head, I cannot but regret the 
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Union, and the unſpeakable Loſs and Danger of Diviſion. lt 


unhappy Humourouſneſs of theſe People, who ſeparate them- = 


ſelves from the Communion of this Church, upon the Ac- 


count of their fond Inclination to Dioceſan Epiſcopacy and 


) Ceremonies. They divide from a Church that's among the 
pureft and beft conſtituted Churches on Earth: A Church that 
comes as near to the Pattern ſhown on the Mount, and to the 


C3 primitive 
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C 1 
primitive Model in the firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriftianity, 
as any Church that we know in the World. As this Sepa- 
ration is without any ſolid Ground, ſo it is contrary to their 
own former Practice. For firſt it is well known, That they 
renounced all Pretenſions to a jut Divinum, for that Model 
which they are ſo fond of, while, they declared by Act of 
Parliament, That he ordering of. the external Policy ef the 
Church, is an inherent Rig bt of the Crown, Act x. Seſſ, 3. Pats x, 
and Act 1. Seſſ. 1 Par. 2. 0f K. CH. II. 2. It is well known that 
that Party generally conformed nat only Anno 1638, when 
Preſhyterian Government. Was re-eſtabliſhed (when ſome of 
the Biſhops themſelves ſubmitted, and betook them to parti- 
cular. Flacks) but likewiſe at the late happy Revolution; 
though aſterwards they wheeled about, that they might ſerve 
A Turn in '/prometing the Intereſt of a Popiſh Pretender. 
3. What in all the World can they pretend for a Separation 
from this Church? They cannot ſay that ſhe is either hereti- 
cal in her Doctrine, ſuperſtitious in Worſhip, or tyrannical in 
Government. What Quarrel can they have at the Doctrine? 
Is it notirefined according to the Scripture-Standard ? ate not 
our Principles the ſame with thoſe of the reſt of the reformed 
_ Churches in Eurqpe; as may be ſeen by comparing our Con- 
Feſton of -Faith with: theirs ? and what have they to object 
againſt our Worſnip, unleſs that they thin! it a little too plain? 
ſhall vain Men be wiſer than God; ind think that they can 
orderi his Worſhip. better than he hath done himſelf ? That 
Ward; K Chr. 14. 40. Let all Things: be done decently and in 
Order, has been ioc much abuſed to the loading of the Chri- 
Man Warſhip, with all that Traſh and Heap of Ceremonies, 
that was brought into it, either by the Greek or Romi/b 
Churches and \tonie: of theſe uſeleſs Ceremonies! are ſtill re- 
tainted by the Church pf England; not only without Neceſſity, 


bt to her own manifeſt Loſs and Detriment, and contraty to 


the Opinion of ſome af the ableſt and heſt of her Doctors. Are 
not the Iaſtitutions of God ſufficient to exerciſe our Qbedi- 
ence ; but we muſt likewiſe burden qur ſelves with the In- 
vemions of Men? What greater Reaſon can there be for re- 
taining the Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, than for the Honey, 
Salt, Spittle and Cream made Uſe of in the Church of Rome, 
and which were at firft introduced upon ſpecious and pious 


Pzetexts? and, if the Favourers of Ceremonies own them to 
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be-indifferent, why ſhould they be fo cruel as to impoſe them 
upon their Brethren, who look upon them as ſinful ? is this 
the Chriſtian Charity which ſome People boaſt ſo much of? 
and, why ſhould the Canons be ſo partial and ſevere, as to 
inflict greater Cenſures on theſe Minifters who negle& any 
of the Ceremonies, than on thoſe who, by their ſcandalous 
Practices, are a Reproach to their Profeſſion? The late 
Primate, of all England regrets, that the Diſſenters ſhould di- 
vide from the Church vpon the Account of meer W|hiie 
Whaties. And is it net much more to be regreted, that. theſe 
Whitie VWhaties ſhould be fo rigidly impoſed, to the Scandal 
and Grief of many ſerious Chriftians, and to the procuring 
of ſo much Diſorder, Perſecution and Bloodſhed, as they have 
occaſioned in theſe Iſlands during the greateft Part of the laft 
Age? Next, As to the Government of the Church; ate we 
not free of theſe Phariſaical Titles which ſome others court 
ſo much? It's true, ſome of them pretend the Nullity and 
Invalidity of Preſbyterian Ordination: But, as this is a very 
uncharitable Pretexr, as tending to reduce all the reformed 
Churches in Europe ( except that of England ) to a State of 
Paganiſm ;* for, where there is no valid Ordination, there is 
— no Baptiſm; and where there is no Baptiſm, there is no 
t Church: So it is but a very late Invention, and not at all re- 
> cancilable to their own former Practice, or to the Opinion 
2 
t 
; 


of the beſt and moſt of the Engliſh Divines. Did not Mr. 
Spotiſwood and his Brethten, in the Days of King James the 
Sixth, plead the Validity of their Preſbyterian Ordination; 
| and carry the Point with Conſent of the other Engliſb Biſhops, 
| againſt the Objection of Biſhop Andrews? And, were not all 
the Preſbyters that conformed at the Reftauration in Storland, 
cheerfully enough xeceived, without being obliged to ftgop 
to a Re-ordination, although they had only been ordained by 
Prefbyters before? are not our Miniſters ſuch Biſhops as the 
Apoſtles did appoint, and the Church did receive in the pureſt 
Times of Chriſtianity? And ſeing we come certainly nearer 
to the Apoſtolick Model, than our Adverfſaries; is it not a 
range and chimerical Whim, to fancy, That Twenty or 
Thirty Biſhops of the primitive Stamp, have not as much 
( Power to confer holy Orders, as one after the Mode of the 
Church of Rome, or the Church of England? It is well known, 
that Pride, glorious Titles, and tyrannical Ulurpations, crept 
5 "REA | into 
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into the Church by N Euly did the Myftery of Ini- 
vity begin to work; unhappily did it advance; like an ill 
eed, it waxed but too well, to ſuch a prodigious Degree, 

that all the Nations of Europe, about Two Hundred Years 
ago, were made to groan for a Reformation; which was 
happily effected by a conſiderable Part of them, and (we hope) 
Ina ſhort: Time ſhall be obtained by the reſt; when not a 
Tenth Part only, but the Whole of that proud, luxurious, 
bloody and idolatrous City, ſhall fall to the Ground. Laftly, 
| What Quarrel have they at our Diſcipline, unleſs that they 
think it too ſtrict? Ves, that's the unpardonable Crime of ” 
the- Church of Scotland, which Blaſphemers, Drunkards, * 
Rakes and Whores will never forgive her. Some vill accept 80 
of a gentle Penance, ſome of a ſlight Confeſſion, and ſome of 
2 Sum of Money; but the Church of Scotland is pleaſed with 1 
nothing but Repentance and Reformation. Vet the alledged 8 
Rigou: of our Diſcipline falls very much ſhort of that of the 6 
primitive Church; where they had ſuch various Degrees of f 
Penitence, not only their Zouonoyygr; and mTIpyets, but f 
their eaxggacts, 1 σπσπ νν¹%hls, wVauFloos and cu gan, The f 
lapſed were obligea not only to conteſs their Sin, but to ſtand 
ſo long weeping at the Church Door in Sackloth : So long 
proftrating themſelves at the Feet of the Faithful, beggin 
their Prayers and Abſolution ; So long before they were a 
lowed to join in any Part of divine | IR And much 
longer before they were admitted to the Holy Table of the 
Lord. They were generally kept in the State of Penitents, 
dome Seven, {ome Ten, ſome Twenty Years, ſome all the Days 

of their Life, not to be abſolved or reftored to the Peace of 
the Church, unleſs they were in evident Hazard of Death ; 
and ſome not at Death it ſelf. Tertullian in his Apology 
againſt the Gentiles calls this Diſcipline, Summum futuri Fudicii 
Prejudicium, fi quis ita deliquerit ut a Communicatione Orationis 

Es Conventis & omnis ſancti Comercii relegetur. It is the 
greateft Prelude of a future Judgment, if any Perſon fo offend, 
as to be debarred from all Communication of Prayer, from all 
Fellowſhip of religious Aſſemblies. „ 

Laſt of all, Let me addreſs my ſelf a little to you, the 
1 _ of ad Abou what hath been delivered 

oth moſtly regard Minifters, yet you are not to think yo 
ſelves altogether inconcerned in It, { n n 
0 1 And» 


4 


Himſelf: But the Experience of many of the Saints under the 


and under the New Teftament, Zacharias, the Father of 
John the Baptiſt, and John the Divine, do ſhew how little our 
weak Nature in this frail and mortal State could bear ſuch 2 


Sound of the Trumpet. 


Luminaries to ſhine in his Church, Hal. 136. The Pfalmift 
exhorts the People to thank God, for making the great Lights 
to ſhine, and giving the Sun to rule by Day, and the Moon 
and Stars to rule by Night. It is your Duty to give Thanks 
td God for the unſpeakable Gift of his Son, and to praiſe 


Work it is, to reflect back upon you, the Rays of the glorious 
Sun of Righteouſneſs, in the Exerciſe of thoſe Gifts he hath 
beſtowed upon them. Praiſe him who inftituted this Office, 
qualifies Men for it, ſupports them in it, notwithſtanding of 
the many Temptations and great Difficultics they meet with 
in the Diſcharge thereof; How fignally hath he glorified his 
Wiſdom in this Diſpenſation ? Not by Might nor by Power, 
but by my Spirit ſaith the Lord. Did he not make a few 


Fiſher-men, who had none of the worldly Advantages of 


Birth, Education, Power, Riches, Learning or Policy, able 
to go through the World, and beat down the Kingdom of 


Satan, notwithſtanding that all the Cunning of Hell, and 


Malice of the World was ſet againft them, he made them 
powerful enough to conquer the Fury of Tyrants, the Rage of 
Oppreſſors, the Learning of Philoſophers, the Policy of the 
Wiſe, the Haughtineſs of the Great, the Prejudices of the 
Weak, and the Wickedneſs of the Profane. The Chriftian 
Religion was propagated, not by Force of Arms, as the Ma- 
hometan; not by Hocus pocu and Legerdeniain Tricks, or lying 
Wonders, as the 'Antichriftian Superſtition was: But by the 
Doctrine of Chrift, and the miraculous Gifts of the Spirit ac- 
company ing it. | 

Thirdly, 


And, Firſt, Submit to, and SEM the Wiſdom of God, in 
this Diſpenſation, in giving you Teachers and Guides, that 
ate but Men like your ſelves. God could have taught his 
Church, either mediately by Angels, or immediately by 


Old Teſtament, ſuch as Abraham, Facob, Manoah, Daniel, &c. 


Diſpenſation. Let not God ſpeak to us, but let Moſes ſpeak 
to Ley his own People 1/raet, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 
when they ſaw the Fire and Smoke, and heard the dreadful 


II. Give Thanks to God, that hath made ſuch beautiful 


him for inftituting ſuch an Order of Men whoſe principal 
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Thidh, Do not think that Miniſters for all their high Cha- 
ractet, and great Qualifications, are perfe#, they are hut in a 
State of Imperfection hexe, as well as your ſelves. 1 Cr. 1 3. 9. 
For we know but in Part, and we propheſic but in Part. That 
which js imperfect, is not as yet done away, either as to you 
or them, and therefore do not ſtumble at Minifters Failings, 


which have but too often broken out to the Scandal of the | 


Church, and Diſadvantage of Religion. Though we in this 
Church, and particularly of this Synod, have much Reaſon 
to be thankful to our God, that there hath been fo little 


Ground of Complaint this Way, theſe many Years: Vet 


remember that the greateft Luminaries may ſuffer their Eclipſes. 
The Sun it ſelf is not altogether free of Spots. The Stars are 
not pure in his Sight, how much leſs Man that is a Warm, and 
the Son of Man which is a Worm, ſaid Bildad the Shuhite, 
Fob 25. . The Treachery of a Fudas, or the Weaknels of a 
Ge ſhould not make us caft at the whole Apoſtolical 
Fourthly, Far leſs ſhould you imitate. the Example of the 
wicked World, in reproaching, deſpiſing, and running down 
theſe who are clothed with this ſacred Character. How many 
axe there in this Iſland, and in this City, whole dull Con- 
verſation muft be ſupported at the Expence of a Miniſter's 
Reputation ? Remember, that to be an Accuſer of the Brethren, 
is the particular Character and Deſignation of the. Devil: 
This is one of Satan's great Engines that he makes uſe of, 
ſupporting his Kingdom of Darkneſs ; to bring Religion 
into Diſcredit, by robbing all the Affronts he can, on theſe 
' whoſe peculiar Province it is to propagate and ſupport it; 
and to recommend it by all Methods poſlible to the good 
Liking of other Men. I confeſs, there is nothing in the 
World that's more ftumbling, and that hath given more En- 
couragement to the Growth of Atheiſm in this Iſland, than 
the Lazneſs, Profanenels and ungodly Converſation of 
many sf the Clergy, A noble Lord in our Neighbour Land, 
(who, through the Grace of God, became as famous for his 
| ce, as formerly he had been infamous for his Debauch- 
ery) acknawledged, that this was one main Thing, that made 
him think for 2 long Time that there was no Reality in 
Religion, vi. when he obſerved there was ſo little of it in 


the Practice of that Order of Men, whoſe Office did . 
n " laly 
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larly oblige them to adore? it. ? Yet it 1s the Duty of all 
rriftians, and will be the Endeavour of thoſe that are ſtrictly 
oly, rather with godly Shem, to throw 2 Mantle over their 
ather's Nakedneſs, than with wicked Ham to flout at it and 
proper it. If you have any Thing to charge your Minifters 
with, ſay it nat of them, but to them rather: As you were 


TW well exhorted at the laſt Occafion of this Nature, from that 


Text, Fab 4 17, And ſay unto Archippus, Take heed unto the 
Miniftry which thou haſt received of the Lord, that thou fulſil it. 
Shut your Ears againft Reproaches. Believe no Evil of your 


| Minifters, without ſufficient Proof. Againit an Elder (lays the 


Apoftle) take not up an Accuſation, but at the Mouth of two 
or three. Witneſſes, 1 Tim. 4. 1. Stand up for their Defence 
agzinft an ungodly World, many falſe Brethren, and rott 

hearted Hypocrites, whom the Devil makes uſe of, to caſt 
Dirt on the Miniſtry, that ſo the Goſpel may be diſhonaured, 


and that People being filled with Prejudices againſt theit 


Paſtors, may be keeped either from hearing them, or being 
cditied by their Doctrine. 5 „ 
_ Fifthly, Give them all Encouragement in the Lord, 
1 Thefſ. 5. 12, 13> And we beſeech you, Bre hren, to know them 
that labonr among you, and are over yon in the Lord, anc 
admoniſh you 3 aud to eſteem them very highly in Love for their 
Work's Sake. The Elders that rule well are wortby of double 
Honour, viz. Maintenance and Efteem, eſpecially thoſe that 
labour in the Word and Doctrine, 1 Tim. 5. 17. But, my 
deareſt Friends, the greateft e you can give to 
faithful Minifters, is, to receive their Meſſage off their Hands. 
Break uff your Sins by Repentance, come unto Jeſus Chriſt, 
that you may get Life. This would make them ftudy with 
Pleaſure, preach with Aſſurance, and pray with Power, and 
converſe amongſt you with Cheerfulneſs. This would make 
theſe Stars to ſhine. as the Sun in his Strength; and to be 
like a ftrong Man rejoicing to run his Race. And without 
this, no other Encouragement can rejoice the Heart of a 
faithful Miniſter. They ſeek not yours but you, laying out 


themſelves to ſpend and be ſpent for the Salvation of your 
Souls. They expect not their Reward from Men but from 
Chrift the chief Shepherd of the Flock, who at bis appearin 
ol wy them a Crown of Glory that fadeth not away. 

hey 


d no other Reward to look for, but what they get bom 


Men, it would be but 2 ber c for all the Pai 
and Travel, for all the Danger and Diſcouragements they are 
4 to in the proſecuting their great and difficult 
v OIA» * | 
Sixthly, Hath God made ſuch Stars to ſhine amongft yo 
then it is your Duty to receive Light from them by hearkning 
to their Doctrine, and iwitating their good Example. Comer 
: to the Light that your evil Deeds may beſſher 
Philip. 3. 17. manifeſted. That your Sins being diſcovered, 5 
Heb. 13. 7, 17. and your Duty cleared up, you may carefully Pit 
: forſake the one, and diligently purſue the in : 
2 Theſ, 3. 7, other. Remember that it was for your Sakes infa 
_ that this Office was inftituted, and none of he | 
his Inftitutions are in vain. If they be not unto you the ſup 
Savour of Life unto Life, they will certainly be the Savour of ſub 
Death unto Death, 2 Cor. 2. 16. And therefore take heed fl he 
how you receive theſe Meſſengers, © The great Deſign of Il nal 
God 1n ſending them, is to pray you as Ambaſſadors in Fo 
Chrift's Stead to be reconciled unto him. Embrace Chriſt as vu 
your great Teacher, your High-Prieft and glorious King, to | na 
whom alone you owe implicite and unlimited Obedience. ab 
There is but too much Reaſon to join in the old Complaint of I zi: 
La. 53.1. Who hath believed our Report, and to whom is the 7. 
[Arm of the Lord revealed. And of Gregory the Great, Mult: || H 
Chriſtianitatis Nomine cenſentur : Chriſtianitatis autem non habene 7 
Fidem, Greg. in Evang. Many have the Name of Chrifitans, t 
who have not the Faith of Chriftians. Wo will be to that || fi 
People, whom their Minifters will have to complain of, as | C 
Chrift did of the Inhabitants of Capernaum and Bethſaida, | b 
Matth. 11. 17. Ve have piped unto you, and you have not danced; U 
we have mourned unto you, and you have not lamented, We | ] 
exhorted them, but they would not ſuffer the Word of 7 
Exhortation. We invited them to come to the Marriage ef 
the King's Son, but they made light of it, and went away, e 
ſome to their Farm, others to their Merchandize, They : 


n th 
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would neither believe the Doctrine, nor obey the Precepts, 
nor embrace the Promiſes, nor tremble at the Threatnings of 
the Word. And ſeing they are given unto you tor Leaders 
and ſpiritual Guides, ye ought to follow their Steps, not im- 
plicitely indeed, nor yet in all Things; but in ſo far as they are 
Followers of Chriſt. Are they to ſhine as bright Luminaries 
5 | | iN 
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Pai n the Firmament of the Guts, K that all Chrift 
Y areWiſciples (as you profeſs to be) ſhould do fo too. Theſe 
dvices, Matth. 5. 16. and Phibp. 2. 15. were given not to 
Minifters only, but to People allo. Are they obliged to be 
Aritly Holy, Humble, Meek, and Self-denied, Lively and 
Zealous, yet Calm and Moderate, Wiſe and Prudent as Ser- 
pents, and yet Harmleſs as Doves: You ought to imitate 
them in the Exerciſe of all theſe Chriftian Virtues 
 Seventhly, Hold faſt your Integrity, contend earneſtiy for the 
Faith which was once delivered to the Saints, Jud. 3. Stand faſt 
in the Liberty wherewith Chrif# hath made w free, and be not 
kes ¶ intangled again with the Yoke of Bondage. Take heed that you 
of de not bewitched with the Love of humane Inventions, and 
the ſuperftitious Ceremonies, to which this Church would never 
of ſubmit fince her firſt Reformation from Popery. And indeed, 
ed If ſhe having been ſo happy as to caft off all at once the dam- 
of nable Hereſy, the idolatrous Worſhip, the ſuperſtitious 
in Foppery, and the tyrannical Government of the Papacy, it 
15 would be a Shame for her to return to any of theſe Abomi- 
o nations. Be not like Children toſſed to and fro, and carried 
e. about with every Wind of Doctrine, by the Slight of Men, and cun- 
t || 2ing Craftineſs, whereby they lie in wait to deceive, Eph. 4. 13. 
Turn not aſide to the right Hand, by adding to, or to the lefs 
Hand, by departing from any of the Inftitutions of God, 
J 23. 6. Let neither the Threatnings, nor Alurements of 
» | the World, nor the Weakneſs of the Fleſh, nor a giddy 
| fluctuating Temper of Mind, turn you afide from that feady 
© | Courſe of Truth and Holineſs, which you are under ſo many O- 
| bligations to fteer . 1 Cor. 15. 58. Therefore, my beloved Brethren, 
| be ye ſtedfaſt, immoveable, always abounding in the Work of the 
| x 7 as you know that your Labour is not in vain in 
e Lord. 
Eigbihh, And that both Minifters and People may be 
enabled to do what is incumbent on them, they thould look 
unto the Sun of Righteouſneſs, from whom their Light and 
Heat, their Beauty and Glory are derived. The more they 
are in the Mount with- God, the more do their Faces ſhine ; 
the more directly the Planets face the Sun, the brighter 
is their Light, and the greater is their Glory, and the nearer 
they approach unto it, the more ardent is their Heat. A 
ficdfaft looking unto Jeſus the Author and Finiſher of our my 
| | | | wo 


e 


would make our Kent the LINN clear, our Thought: 
the more diſtinct, our Faith the more 2 our Hope th 
mote lively, our Wiſdom the more ſparkling, our Courage 
the more briſk, and our Charity the more flaming. Thi 
would make all our Graces to be like the Path of the Juſt, 
which is as the ſhining Light, that ſhineth more and more 
unto the perfect Day. And it would be a good Evidence tc 
us, of our being amongft theſe righteous Perfons, who ſhall 
one Day fhine as the Sun in the Firmament, and as the 
Stars for ever and ever, Heb. 12. 3, Maith. 13. 43. Dan. 
12. 3. | | * 1 
Ninthly, Pray that theſe Stars may always ſnine; that your 
Teachers may never be removed into a Corner ; that you may 
ill hear a Voice behind you, ſaying, This is the Way, walk 
ye in it; that you may never be brought to that ſad State the 
Church complains of, Hal. 74. 4. There is not a Prophet 
ws, 8c. and that ſad Prophecy be not fulfilled, 1/a. 13. 9. 
Behold, the Day of the Lord cometh, cruel both with Wrath and 
fierce Anger, to lay the Land deſolate, and he ſhall deſtroy the 
Sinners thereof out of it; for the Stars of Heaven, and the 
Conſtellations thereof ſball not give their Light, &c. and that 
ſweet Word may be made out, not only to the Church in 
General, but to our Zion in Particular, Jer. 3t. 35, 386. 
Thu ſaith the Lord, which giveth the Sun for a Light by Day, i © 
and the Ordinances of the Moon and of the Stars for a Light by 
Night, which divideth the Sea when the Waves thereof roar : 
The Lord of Hoſts is his Name. If theſe Ordinances depart from 
before me, ſaith the Lord, then the Seed of Iſrael alſs Hall 
ceaſe from being a Nation before me for ever. Verſe 38. 
Behold, the Days come, ſaith the Lord, that the City ſhall be 
built to the Lord, &c. Verſe 40. It all not be plucked up 
nor thrown down. any more, for ever, It's your Duty to pray | 
for your Minifters, Rom. 15. 30. Now I beſeech you, Brethren, 
for the Lord Jeſw Chriſt's Sake, and for the Love of the Spirit, 
' Zhat you ſtrive together with me, in yonr Prayers to God for 
me. Pray that this Church may never be plagued with 
wandring Stars, Jude 13. Or with falling Stars that may 
make the pure Waters of the Sanctuary bitter like Worm- 
wood, Rev.'8. 10, 11, 12. That the red Dragon may never 
have Power to draw any Part of our Stats out of Heaven; 
beware of entertaining Prejudices againſt the 4 
thele 


5 1 = 
theſe whom the Lord ie 10 diſpenſe it, but rather obey 


* 


them that have the Rule over you, and ſubmit your ſelves : For 
they watch for your Souls, as they that muſt give Account, that 
they may do it with Foy and not with Grief : For that is 
unprofitable for you, Heb. 13. 17, I thall conclude with the 
Apoftle's Prayer, Verſe 20, 21, | 


Now the God of Peace, that brought again from the 
Dead our Lord Jeſus, that great Shepherd of the 
Sheep, through the Blood of the everlaſting Covenant, 
make you perfect in every good Work, 10 do bis Will, 
working in you that which is well pleaſing in his Sight, 
through Feſus Chriſt, zo whom be Glory for ever and 
ever, Amen, 
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To. a . "rind at Ednburghy 
April 27th, 1714, Proving what is 
there allerted concerning the Opinion 


of the Reformers from Popery, and 
many Engli Divines . about the 


Identity of Biſhop and Preſbjter 5 


As alſo concerning the Liturgy; 
"| Ceremonies and Veſtments, and the 


 Miſchiefs following upon d 


e of oy 5 


3 


7 Comer „ ** and Py” Og fo 1 
Bennet ing th moirt 7 72 Reformation, Tuge: 945 . | My 


T HE tino of 4 Chriſtian Ian, let fi als th King 
Henry Viiken's Time, by Authority . King a 
eng and compil'd by a Synod of the 


rgy, expteſly ſays, * Ih nous Teftamento, - * Biſhop qud, 
n 


1 5 75 Menttio fata of aliorum Gradium aut  Preſpyter, 0 
4 Biſtindtio num in Ordinibus, d, Diaconomim 10 be t be {ame 


« (vel Miniftrorum) & Creſbyteronm,. ſve at the Fo 


«&Epſcoporwn, i. e. That we have no Menti- wo. ay, 
e on in tne New Teftament of any other ee 
« Degrees or different Orders, tha Deacons . 
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& and Preſbyters, or Biſhops. And we find about this Time, in 
ſeveral of the Biſhops imploy'd in the Reformation under I or 
that Prince, declaring the ſame Sentiments. Thus Cranmer I T. 
to the Queftion, Whether Bithops or. Priefts were firft, R 
\ anſwers, © The Biſnops and Priefts were at one Time, and th 
« were not two Things in the Beginning of Chriſt's Religion; 
. Buynet's Hift, Part 1. Collect. Pag. 223, with whom 
„ .concurr'd others of the Biſhops, as is plainly imply'd in their 
Anſwers to the ſame Queſtion. Lid. pag. 393. Dr. Stilling- 
+. fleet in his Jrenicon, having given from the Original M. 8. 
2 Account of Cranmer's Judgment touching this and ſundry 
do othex.. Queftions propos'd, concludes with this Remark ; 
„ _ _& Thus we fee by the Teftimony of him who was chiefly. 
* 4 Inſtrumental in our Reformation, that he own'd not 
4 Epiſcopacy, as a diſtinct Order from Preſbytery, of Divine 
4 Right, only as 2 prudent Conftitution of the civil Magi- 
4 ftrate for the better governing the Church. And that this 
was not the peculiar Notion of Cranmer, and his Brethren. at 
that Time, might eaſily be ſhown. Creßey, after he turn 
piſt, gives this Reaſon why Epiſcopacy took no firm 
rooting in the Conſciences of Engliſh Subjects, before Laud's 
Time: . Becauſe, ſays he, the Succeſſion and Authority of 
0 Biſhops, | and other Ecclefiaftical Orders receiv'd from the 
«© Roman Church, was never confidently and generally taught 
rin England to be of Divine Right. Dr. & by Raynclds in 
his Anſwer to Sir Francis Knolls, who deſir'd his Opinion 
touching the Difference between Biſhops and Preſbyters, tells 
him, That they who for theſe 500 Years have been induſtrious 
in reforming the Church, have thought that all Paſtors, 
| whether. cajld Biſhops or Preſbyters, have according to the 
. Word of God, like Power and Authority : He inſtances in the 
i | Valdenſes, Marſilius. Tætavius, Wickhiff and his Diſciples, Hufs 
| and the Huſſites, Luther, Calvin, Berentiza, Bullinger and 
Milſculis; and many Bifhops among us, as Jewel and Pilling- 
ton, and many Profeſſors in our Academies, as Dr. Humphreys, 
2 Dr. IWhizzaker ; and other learned Men, as Bradford, 
Lambert, and others, of whom Fox ſpeaks in bis Acts and 
Monuments; and he. afterwards avers it to be the common 
Opinion of the Reformed Churches in Switzerland, Savoy, - * 
Fance, Germany, the Netherlands, Hhmgary and Poland. Jide 
Or. Calamy's Defence, Patt 1. Pag. 88. I don't mg 
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APPENDIA. 


theſe Things as the Reaſons of the Perſons I am now ſpeak” 
ing of, whey thy plead for Identity of Biſhops and Preſbyters 
only to ſhow how the Matter was apprehended at that 
Time; and the Nonconformiſts have ofte given their 
Reaſons why they concur in the ſame Apprehenſions with 
the firft Reformers. - 3 


10M 2. That there were great Debates about impoſing the Li- 
eit rurgy and Ceremanies in England, appears from ſundry Engliſh 
ng Writeis cited in a Book, Intituled, An Hiſtorical Eda on the 
8. Loyalty of Presbyterians in Britain and Ireland, Page, 82. -« 
"of But if we deſcend to the better Times of his Son, the good 
fly. K. Edward the 6th, the Engliſb Joſiah 3 no ſooner were the Sub- 
not ſtantials of the retormed Religion profeſſed, but the Seeds of 
ine Non- conformity began to appear; of which Fuller gives this 

gi- ſhort Account, « For Page 401. now Non-conformiy in the 
his © Days of King Edward was conceived, which. afterwards ig 


at the Reign of Queen Elizabeth was nunſed, and weaned, which 
* under King James grew up a young Youth,” or tall Stripling; 
m but towards the End of King Charles his Reign, fot up to 
the full Strength and Stature of a Man; able, not only to 
cope with, but conquer the Hierarchy its Adveiſary. © - 


be „Two oppoſite Parties plainly diſcovered themſelves, 
nt driving on different Interefts, under their reſpective Patrons, 
n Hap as 
n 8 
*l Founders of Founders of © 
9 > 15 : P 5 
b Conformity. Non- conformity. 
1. Such as remained here all | r. Such as fled hence beyond 
g the Reign of King Henry] the Seas, chiefly int oGer- 
2 the 8:h, and weather'd out | many, where living in the 
a the Tempeſt of his Tyran- |' States, and Cities of popu- 
ny at open Sea, partly by | lar Reformation, they 
5 2 Dolitick Compliance, and] ſuck'd in both the Air and 
"4 partly by a cautious Con- — of the Place they 
1 b : ive in. hy 


- cealment of themſelves. - 


4 


TILE | 
w — 
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D 2 . Theſe 


* 


Edward the 6th, were pol- 
ſeſſed of the beſt Prefer- 
ments in the Land. 

n | 


3. And retained many Cere- 
remmies practiſed in the 


. Romiſh Church, conceiving | 
them to be ancient, and| 


decent in themſelves. 


4 The Authority of Cranmer, 
"and Activity of Ridley 
' Headed this Party ; the 


former being the higheſt, | 
the latter the hotteſt in 


— 
* 


_ APPENDIX 
x. Theſe in the Days of Kin 


2. Theſe returning late inta 
England, were: at a Loſs 
for Means and Mainte- 
nance, only ſupported with 
the Reputation of being 


| Confeſfors, tendring their 


Patience to the Praiſe, and 
their Perſons to the Pity of 
all conſcientious People. 

3. And renounced all Cere- 

temonies practiſed by the 
Papifts, conceiving, that 
ſuch ought not only to be 

clipt with the Sheers, but to 
be ſhav'd with a Razor; yea, 
all the Stumps thereof to 
be pluckt out, ; 

4. John Rogers Lecturer in 

St. Pauls, and Vicar of St. 
Sepulchres, with John Hoo- 
per, afterwards Biſhop of 
Gloceſter, were Ring- lead- 


, Defence of Conformity. 


- 


The ſame Author gives a brief Account of the main Ar- 


"1 ers of this Party. 


ments on both Sides that were then delivered by the con- 
ending Parties for maintaining their. ſeveral Opinions; 
which I ſhall here inſest, not with any Deſign to toueh the 
Merits of the Cauſe, or dip into the Controverſie between 
them; but only 10 give an Hiſtorical Account of the Pro- 


grels of None-conformity. 


e 9 
t. n were in- 
wes format themſelves, and 
of ancient Uſe in the 


arch, ibid. Page 404+ 


k 1 


3 


7. The bet Thing that could | 


be ſaid of them was, that 


they were uſeleſs, being 


- otherwiſe Ridi 
Superſtitiout, 


2, Being 


1. 


„ N 
2. Being enjoin'd by law- 2. Curſed be he that remove: 
ful Authority, they became] the Bound-mark, Grant 

neceſſary, not to Salvation, them indifferent in them- 

but ro Church Unity; and] felves, and left ſo by Di- 

it was ſcandalous to decline | vine Wiſdom, it was Pre- 

- them. ſumption in Man to ſtamp 

. | 15 Meceſſiiy upon them. 

3. It would bring the Papiſt | 3. Too much of the Serpent 
over to our Church ; be- | nothing of the Dove here- 
holding all Things by them | in, to offend thoſe within, to 
uſed, not totally aboliſhed | invite thoſe without to the 

by a Spirit of Contradicti- Church, driving Proteflants 
on, but ſome decent Cor- 
reſpondencies ftill mode-| ther. 
rately continued. | 

4. It would caſt a Slur on the 4. The Credits of ſome good 
Credit of ſuch Biſhops who Men were not to be pre- 
formerly had uſed thoſe ſerved, by deſtroying the 
Ornaments, as more remiſs | Conſciences of others, © 
in Religion, than ſuch as | 
refuſed them. BT E Bs Þ 

5. Thoſe who have ſtubborn 5: Hooper put himſelf upon 

Wills pretend too often the Trial of the Searcher of 
to tender Conſciences ; nor Hearts, that no Qbfti 
ought a private Perſon to but meer Conſcience made 
be indulged, with the Him refuſe thoſe Orna- 
Difturbance of the pub- ments. 
lick Uniformity of the 
Church. . | 


In a Word, all thoſe Arguments which later Age haye 
more amply enlarged, more clearly explained, more cunningly 
improved, more enforced, were then and there fort ſolidliy pro- 
pounded and ſolemnly ſet down on both Sides. Poſterity 
in this Matter having diſcovered no new Mine, but only re- 
fined, what formerly was found out in this Conttoverſie. 
Tune ſame Author iuforms us, that here was a potent Farty 


in this King's Reign diſaffe#ed to the Liturgy, which now began 


be very Gonfiderable in England, 
LK e Tele 


thence, to draw Papiſts inhi- 


N 
| 
ö 
| 
. 
: 


them; he wrote to the Arch-biſhop in Favours of Hooper, 
and indulg d his Scruples about the Veſtments; as may be 
ſeen in Fuller, Page 403. who gives us the Copy of his Let- 
tex, in theſe Words; © ing 
«Right Reverend Father,and right Truftee, and Wel-beloved, 
We greet you well: Whereas We by the Advice of Our Coun- 
eil, have called and choſen Our right Wel- beloved and Wel- 
« worthy Mr. John Hooper, Profeffor of Divinity, to be Our 
Biſhop of Gloceſter, as well for his great Learning, Deep 
Judgment and long Study, both in the Scriptures and other 
profound Learning; as allo for his good Diſcretion, ready 
« Utterance and honeft Life for that Kind of Vocation, &c. 
From conſecrating of whom We underſtand you do ſtay, 
« becauſe he would have you omit, and ler paſs certain Rites 
and Ceremomes offenſive to his Conſcience, whereby you think 
you ſhould fall ia Premunire of Laws: We have thought 
good by Advice foreſatd, to diſpenſe and diſcharge you of 
all Manner of Dangers, Penalties and Forfeitures you thould 
run into, and be in any Manner of Way, by omitting any 
© of the ſame. And theſe Our Letters ſhall be your ſufficient 
© Warrant and Diſcharge therefore. 
- Given under Our Signet at Our Caftle of Vindſor, the 
fourth Year of Our Reign. | 


Martin Bucer and Peter Martyr were encourag'd, and en- 
tertain'd in England, tho they were of the ſame Judgment 
with the Engl ih Puritans. And the famous John Alaſco a 
Polonian, with a Congregation of Germans of the Helvetian 
Confeſſion, had great Marks of Regal Favour placed upon 
them. They were Refugees in England, being baniſh'd from 
their own Country for their zealous Profeſſion of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. John Alaſco one of the Minifters, and 
Superintendent of that Congregation, was a keen Non-con- 
formift, as may be ſeen by his Books; for he 8 
the Habits, and againſt kneeling at the Sacrament, and was 
for the Table Gefture. He and the other Miniſters of that 
Congregation practiſed their own Diſcipline, which was truly 

| © Preabyienan; 


APPENDIX. 


? 


| Preibyterian ; and the ſaid Miniſters and Congregation were 


erected into a Corporation, by Letters Patents, with ul 
Liberty to diſſent from the eſtabliſhed Church, in Government, 
Diſeipline and Wor ſhip. tn ST hw” 
page 97. From Biſhop Burnet's Eflay on the Memory of 
Queen Aar, Page 24. | 1 1:4 "= 
After he has been ſtating the fifth Prejudice againſt the 
Reformation, he brings in the latter Part of the Objection thus, 


There are beſides this, a great many other Abuſes brought 


in in the worft Times, and now purg'd out of ſome of the 
Churches of the Roman Communion, which yet continue, 
and are too much in Uſe among us, ſuch as, Pluralities, Non- 
reſidences, and other Things of that Nature; ſo that it may be 
ſaid, That ſome of the manifeſt Corruptions of Popery, where 
they are recommended by the Advantages that accompany 
them, are not throughly purged out, notwithſtanding all the 
Noiſe we have made about Reformation in Matters much 
more diſputable, and of far leſs Conſequence. 


This whole Objection, when all acknowledged, as be 


ea Part of it cannot be denied, amounts indeed to this, 


What our Reformation is not yet arrived at that full Perfection 


that 3s to be defired. The Want of publick Pennance, and peni- 
tentiary Canons, is indeed a very great Defect ; our Church 


does not deny it, but acknowledges it in the Preface to the 


Office of Commination. It was one of the greateft Glories af 
the primitive Church, that they were ſo govern'd, that none 


of their Number could fin openly without publick Cenſure, 


and a long Separation from the holy Communion; which 

they judged was defiled by a promiſcuous admitting of all 

Perſons to it. 5 n ets =: rt 
I. will appear in the following Work, that a Har- 


fem was made of an Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, tho? the Biſhops 


had no Hope of reducing it to Practice, till the King ſhould 
come tobe of Ape, and paſs a Law for the authorizing of it ; 


| but he dying before this was effected, it was not proſecuted with 
that Zeal that the Thing required in Queen Elizaberh's 


Time. 


In his Hiftory of the Reformation, Part 2. Book z. pag. 376. 5 


he ſays, The Queen had b:en bred up from her Infancy with 


2 Hatred of the Papacy, and a Love to theReformation : But | 


yet as her firft Impreſſions in Her Father's Reign, were in 
Favoup of ſuch old Rites as he had ſtill retained; lo in bet wn 
7 8 ” » - 4 5 " | | UT, 2E 


* 


A PEN DIA N | 


Nature ſhe loved State, and ſome Magnificence in Religion, as 
well as in every thing elſe. She thoughtin Her Brother's Reign 
they had ſtript it too much of external Ornaments, and had 
made their Doctrine too narrow in ſome Points; therefore 
ſhe intended to have ſome Things explained in more general 
Terms, that ſo all Parties might be comprehended by them. 
She inclined to keep up Imdges in Cliurches, and to have the 
Manner of Chtrift's Preſence in the Sacrament left in ſome 
general Words, that thoſe who believed the corporal Preſence 
might not be driven away from the Church, by too nice an 
Explanation of it. N ä ; 
The ſame Author in his Letters, Page 45, /e. ſays, By the 
Letters, ( he means of our Reformers to Bullinger) of which I 
read the Originals, it appears that the Biſhops preſerved the 
ancient Habits, rather in Compliance with the Queen's In- tu 
clinations, than out of any liking they had to them; ſo far 
were they from liking them, that they plainly expreſſed 
their Diſlke of them. Jewel in a Letter, Feb. 8. 1566. withes 
that the Veſtments, together with all the other Remnants of 
Popery, might be thrown both out of their Churches, and 
out of the Minds of the People, and laments the Queen's 
Fixedneſs to them; ſo that ſhe would ſuffer no Change to be 
made. And January 1566, Sands writes to the ſame Purpoſe, 
Contenditur de Veſtibus Papiſticis utendis, dabit Deus his quo- 
que Finem. Horn, July 16. 1565, writes of the Act concerning 
— Habits with great Regret, and expreſſes ſome Hopes that it 
might be repeated next Seſſion of Parliament, f the Popiſh Party 
did not hinder it, and he ſeems to ftand in Doubt, whether 
he ſhould conform himſelf to it or not, upon which he defires 
Bullinger's Advice. And in many Letters wrote on the Sub- 
ject, it is aſſerted, That both Cranmer and Ridly intended to 
ptocure an 44 for aboliſhing the Habits, &c. Grindal, Auguſt 
27. 1566, writes, That all the Biſhops who had been beyond 
Sea, had at their Return dealt with the Queen to let the 
Matter of the Habits fall; but ſhe was /o prepoſieſed, that 
tho? they had all endeavour'd to divert Her from profecuting 
the Matter, ſhe continu'd fill mfexible : This had made them 
to relolve to Tubmit to the Laws, and to wait for a fit Op- 
The ſame learned Author, in N + ed the Houſe 0 
of Cothtnons, January 1688, on Fſal. 1 erſe 1 5. gives us 
2 Piece of Kiddey, which will give Lacher Light 2 
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Matter, here, ſuffer me to tell you, ( /ays he ) That in ; hb 
Beginning of Queen Elizabeth's Reign, our Adverſaties (b ; 
Papifts) ſaw no Hopes of 2 their Affairs, which had © 
been ſpoiled by Queen Mary's Perſecution, but by ſetting on 99 


Foot . Diviſions among Proteſtants, upon very inconfiderable 
Matters. I my ſelt have ſeen the Letters of the chief Biſhops 
of that Time, from which it appears, that the Queen s Stif- 
neſs in maintaining ſome Ceremonies, flowed not from their 
Counſels, but irom the, Practices of ſ#me diſguiſed Papiſts. 
And I have had in my Hands the original Journal of ths 
lower Houſe of Convocation, in the fifth Year of that glori- 
ous Reign, in which the Matter of the Ceremonies was firft 
argued, and when it came to the Vote, it was carried by the 
reater Number of the Voices of the Members that were pre- 
ent, to lay down all theſe Subjects of Conteſt ; but the Proxies 
turn'd it to the ſeverer 8: de. 3 
Tze ſecond is Dr. Heylin, who ſpeaking of Queen Elizabeth, 
ſays, with Reſpect to the Book of Common prayer eſtabliſned 
by ner, There was great Care taken for expunging ſuch Paſſages 
in it, as might give any Scandal or Offence to the Popilh Party, 
or be urged by them in Excuſe for their not coming to the 
Chufch. In the Litany firſt made and publiſh'd by 
King Hewy 8th, and afterwards continued in the two Li- 
turgies of King Edw ird 6th, there was a Prayer to he deliver 4 
from the Tyranny and all the deteſtable Enormities of the Biſbop 
of Rome, which was thought fit to be expung'd, as giving 
Matter of Scandal and Diſaffection to all that Party, or that 
otherwiſe wiſhed yell to that Religion... And ta 
come up cleſer to the Church of Rome, It was ordered by the 
Queen's Injunctions, That the Sacramental Bread (which the 
Bock required only to be made of the fineſt Flower) ſnould 
be made round in the Faſhion of the Wafers uſed in the Time f / 
Queen Mary: She alſo order'd, That the Lord's Table thould 
be placed where the Altar ftood. —— and all the old 
Feftivals obſerved with their ſeveral Eves; by which Cem- * 
pliances, and the expunging the Paſſiges before - remembred. 
the Book was made ſo paſſable among the Papiſts, that for ten 
Years they generally repair d to their Patith Churches, with-  . 
out Doubt or Seruple. " Wo, wa : 
The ſame Author, giving an Account of many Things re- 
tain'd in ihe Church by Gm Elizabeth, hath this n L 
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AEN D IX 
The Gentlemen and Children in their Surplices, and their 
Priefts in s as often as they attended the divine Service 


of the holy Aar; the Altar furniſhed with rich Plate, wo 
Fair guilt Candleſticks with Tapers on them, and a mafſy Cru. 


cifix of Silver in the midſt thereof z which laſt remained 
there for ſome Years, till it was broke 1n Pieces by Pach the 
Fool (no wiſer Man daring to undertake ſuch a deſperate Ser- 
vice) at the Sollicitation of Sis Fraxcis Nnolles the Queen's 
neat Kinſman by the Caries, and one who openly appeared in 
Favours of the Schiſm at Frankford ; the ancient Ceremonies 
accuftomably obſerved by the Knights of the Garter, in their 
Adoration towards the Altar, aboliſhed by King Edward 6th, 
reviv'd by Queen Mary, were by this Queen retain'd as for- 
merly in her Father's Time. 
The third is Cambden, who giving an Account of the Ad- 
vancement of Vhizgift from the See of Vorceſter to that of 
Canterbury, repreſents Queen Elizabeth's Inſtructions to him 
in theſe Words, Him (Cambden's Hiftory of Queen Elizabeth, 
Book 3. Page 288.) The Queen (who, as in civil Matters, ſo 
allo in the Laws Eccleſiaſtical, was of Opinion, that no looſe 
Remiſſneſs was to be uſed, ) gave in Charge, That he ſhquld 
take ſpecial Care to reftore the Diſcipline of the Church of 
z#land, and the Uniformity in the Service of God eftabliſh'd 
by Authority of Parliament; which through the Connivance 
ef the Prelates, the Obftinacy of the Puritans, and the Power 
| of ſome Noblemen, was run out of Square. Whitgift, in Pur- 
ſuance of theſe Inſtructions, urged upon the Miniſters a Sub- 
ſcription to three Articles, the ſecond whereof was in theſe 
Words, That the Book of Common-prayer, and another Book of 
erdaining Biſhops and Prieſts, contained nothing in them contra 
zo God's Word, but might 2 be uſed, and that they ſbou 
uſe that, and no other Form, either of Prayer, or Adminiſtration 
" the Sacraments, Upon which that Author makes this Re- 
flection; By Occaſion hereof incredible it is what Controver- 
fes and Diſputatidns aroſe: Page 102. Hiſt. Eſſay. , 
That glorious Princeſs was very hearty and zealous in pro- 
moting every Step of the Reformation that was agreeable to 
Her on Inclinatiens, for which Her Memory will be tranſ- 
mitted to late Pofterity with the univerſal Applauſe of all 
good Proteſtants : But in ſome other Points, it's plain, that 
our Reformers had a Mind to have gone much further, but 
ant of Her Concurrence, their any, 4; your 
| - | at 
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fruſtrated, which was ſo great a Misfortune to England, that 


iviſions and Annimoſities among Engliſh Proteftants, from 


| | probably ) it has been the Cauſe of all the unhappy 


that Time to this. For until that fatal Charge. given by the 


Queen to Whitgift, Anno 1583, the Prelates generally, and 


' tne other Clergy, had ſo good an Underſtanding amongſt 


themſelves, that they bore with one another; and the Terms | 
of Conformity were not rigorouſly urged. What Parts of the 

Commoneprayer were againſt the Conſciences of Men, and were 
likely to divide the Church, and cauſe a Separation, were let 
alone, and the Ceremonies left indifferent, and no preſſing of 


M.iniſters to Subſcriptions and Declarations, with Reſpect᷑ to 
thoſe Points; and this is what Cambden calls the Connivance of 
Prelates, which ſo much diſturbed the Queen. Now is it to be 


imagin'd, but that Clergy, who by their mutual Moderation, 


continued incorporated into one Church and Communion for 


fo many Years, would have fallen upon ſuch a healing Scheme, 
as would have. prevented all the unhappy Differences which 
have ſince followed; if the Queen had heartily concurred 
with them. But in ſtead of that, Vhitgift, by her Orders, 
carried Matters ſo high, that Multitudes of Faithful, Learned, 


and Laborious Miniſters were ſilenced, and grievoully per- 


ſecuted for Non-ſubſcription to his new Articles, preſſed 
without Authority, either of Parliament or Convocation, while 
in many Places a ſcandalous unqualified Miniftry, who con- 
formed to his Articles, were kept in their peaceable Poſſeſ- 
fion. And hereupon Multitudes of Families were ruined by 


Impriſonment, and Banithment, and other Severities. 


The perſecuting Rigor and Violence of Vhitgift, and the 
loyal and peaceable Behaviour of thoſe Puritans ſo cruelly 
haraſſed by him, is artefted by the greateft Stateſmen of that 
Age, and particularly by the celebrated Lord Treaſurer Bur - 


- deigh, who, in one of his Letters upon that Subject to the 


Archbiſhop, September 17. 1584. ſays, I ſee. ſuch Worldli- 
neſs in many who were otherwiſe affected before they came to 
Cathedral Chorehes, that 1 fear the Places alter the Men ; and 


herein 1 condemn not all; but few there be that do better, 


being Biſbops, than being Preachers they did. by 


Your Order, poor ſimple Men, have rather been ſought for by 


Inquiſition to be found Offenders, than upon their Facts con- 
demned, In another Letter to Mitgift, dated Fudy 5. 1584. 
The ſame noble Lord ſays, It * your Grace, — 

| : ſorry 
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Forry to trouble you ſo often as 1 do, but I am. more 
troubled my ſelf, not only with many private Petitions 
of ſundry Miniſters, recommended for Perſons of Credit, and 
for peaceable Perſons in their Miniftry; and yet by Complaints | 
to your Grace, and other your Collegues in Commiſſion, | Cc 

_ greathy treubled ; but allo daily now charged by Counſellors, co 
and publick Perſons, to neglect my Duty, in not ftaying of | © 

' thoſe your Grace's Proceedings, fo vehement and fo general 7. 
againft Minifters and Preachers, as the Papiſts are thereby 


greatly encouraged, and all evil diſpoſed Perſons amongft the 
Subjects animated, and thereby the Queen's Majeſty's Safety 


Endangered, &c. to Page 107: | | 8. 
If Cambden had ſeen all the Debates that have been raiſed hg 
upon the ſame Ground, he would have had much moreRea- 9 
ſon to fay, as he did, 1: 3s incredible what Diſputations and ” 
Controverſies, &c. Non- conformity till thag Time made but a 1 


ſmall Figure in England, becauſe the Moderation of ſeveral 
Biſhops was ſuch, as the Puritans were conniv'd at in their 
Omiſſion of the Rites, Forms and Practices which they moſt . 
{crupled at: And therefore the Number of thoſe who ſepa- 
rated from the Communion of the Church, was before that 1 
Time, but inconſiderable. But the ſatal Cauſe above- menti- 
oned ( viz. Vhitgift's Rigor) did then effectually break the 
Peace of the Church, by excluding from her Communion, 1 
many found Proteſtants of unblemithed Characters : And at 
the ſame Time, gave*a Demonftration of the Juſtice of that 7 
Obſervation made by the learned Stillingfieer, Without all Con- | 
zroverſie the main Inlet of all be Diſtractions, Confuſions, and 
_ Diviſions in the Chriftian World, hath been adding other Con- 

ditions of Church Communioa than CBriſt hath made, Vide 
Tren. Pref. Page 9. | Pos: 

The ſame Author of the Hiftorical Eſſay, Page 109. gives 
an Account taken out of. Fuller's Church Hiftory, B. 9. 
Page 189, &c. of a Petition of the Houle of Commons, 
to the Houſe of Lords, Anno 1587, in Favours of the 
Diſſenters, who at that Time were called Puritans, and of 
the Debates upon it in the Houſe of Lords, and of the Arti- 
fices and Management of Archbiſhop #hizgift, and his Party, 
with the Queen, to obtain it. But now ( ſays Fuller) a 
Seſſion of Parliament was held at Veſtminſter, wherein the 
Houſe of Commons preſented to the Lords Spiritual and Temparal 
a Petition, complaining how many Iariſbes, eſpecially N 5 


[ 
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N orth of England and Wales, were deftitute of Preachers, and 
no Care taken ro ſupply them. Sixteen were the Patziculars, 


whereof the ſix firft were againſt inſufficient Minifters ; ver 
earneftly preſſing their taking tne laine- into their ſerious 


| Confideration, for ſpeedy Redreſs of the Grievances therein 
| Contained, 3 Tv” 


7. | That no Oath or Subſcription might be teudered to any at their 
Entrance into the Miniſtry, but ſuch as is expreſly preſcribed 


Entring. 


That they may not be troubled for Omiſſion of ſome Rites, 


oy # the Statutes of this Realm, except the Oath againſt corrupt 


or Portions preſcribed in the Book of Common Prayer. 


9. That they may not he called and urged to anſwer before the 
' Officials and Commiſſaries, but before the Biſnops themſelves. 
10. That ſuch as had been ſuſpended, or deprived for no other 


* Offence, but only for not lublcribing, might be reſtored, and 


that the Biſhops would forbear their Excommunication, ex 


Officio mero, of Godly and Learned Preachers not detected 


for open Offence of Life, or apparent Error in Doctrine. 
11. That they might not be called before the high Commiſſim, or 
out of the Dioceſs where they lived, except for ſome notable 
_ Offence. 5 Sad okay | 
12. That it might be permitted to them in every Archdeaconry, 
to have ſome common Exerciſes and Conferences amongſt them- 


. . ſelves, to 1 . and preſcribed by the Ordingries. 


13. That the Nb Cenſure of Excommunication mgy not be de- 
nounced or executed for ſmall Matters. 


14. Nor by Chancellors, Commiſſaries er Officials, but by the Biſhops 


themſelves with Aſſiſtance of grave Perſons, 
15. 5 That Non-refidency may be gute removed out of the 


Church, or at leaſt according to the Queen's Injuntttons, ' 


(Article 44.) no Non: reſident, having already 2 
Licence or Faculty, may enjoy it, unleſs he depute an able 
Curate, that may weekly Preach and Catechize, as it required in 
Her Majeily's Imundionss | | 


Of all tneſe Particulars, the Houſe fell moft fiercely on the 


Debate of Huralities and (the Effect thereof) Non-reſidents, 


E. z. Matters flying thus high, the Archbiſbop, with rhe reſt 5 
of the Clergy, conceived it the (afeft Way to apply themſelves 
by Petition to the Queen, which they preſented as followeth. 


To 


1 
bl 
i 
'F 
; 
4 


n 
To the Queen's moſt excellent Majeſty, 


HE woful and diftreſſed State whereunto we are lite to fal. 


forceth us with Grief of Heart in a moſt humble Manner, 


' #0 crave your Majeſties moſt ſovereign Protection. For the, Pe- 
tener heing made the Maintenance and Increaſe of a learned Mi- 
am, when it is throughly weighed, decayeth n ſpoileth 
. #beir Livings, taketh away the let Form of Prayer in the Church, 
and is the Means to bring in Confufion and Barbariſm. How 
a Innovations are in a ſettled Eſtate, whoſoever hath 

dgment perceiveth. Set Dangers apart, yet ſuch great In. 


pmveniences may enſue, as will make a State lamentable and mi- 
| Fable Our Neighbours Miſeries might make us fearful, but 
Bat we know who rules the ſame. All the reformed Churches 


on 
: 


12238 cannot compare with England in the Number of 
earned Minifters. Theſe Benefits of your Majeity's moſt facred 
| ir careful Government with hearty Foy wo feel, and humbly 
Knowledge ; ſenſeleſs are they that repine at it, and careleſs 
ho lightly regard it. The Reſpect hereof made the Prophet to 
ar, Ui eſtis. AU the faithful and diſcreet Clergy ſay, C Dea 
 Certe! Nothing u impoſſible with God. Requeſts without ground- 
ed Reaſons are gb to be rejected. We therefore not as Directors, 
bat as humble Kemembrancers beſeech your Highneſs favourable 
 beholding of our preſent State; and what it will be in Time to 
come, if the Bill againſt Pluralities Gould take ahy Place. 
Had | Mid to enlarge upon this Narrative of Fuller's, I 
ink 1 could make it appear, t. That the Perſecution of 
uritan Minifters was judged by the Repreſentatives of the 
Nation, to be a Prejudice 10 the Proteſtant Religion, otherwiſe 
they would not have pleaded, not only for a | Odeon but 
4 Comprebenſion of them. 209; That the Puritans weile ſuſ- 
pended. and deprived then for no other Offence than for not 
Heribing to Whigift's Articles, and conſequently, neither for 
ſufficiency, Heterodoxy, Negligence, nor Diſloyalty (as ap- 
ſears by the 10th Branch of the Commons Petition), and 
| that they are honoured with the Character of godly and 
Learned Miniflers, And 3dly, That a moft unwarrantable 
Method was taken againft them by the Archbiſhop, and 
Their fierce Adverfaries: For, to run them down, he ee 


— 9 
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| ſome of the Biſhops ſhut up Her Majeſty's Ears, and made them 
I deaf to the jui Deſires of Her Parliament in their Favours; an 
© hindred Hex from reforming the ſcandalous Practice of Noa- 


don at large their Petition to the Queen, that the Readeg 
map ſee, I intended not to conceal any Thing of the Streng 
| of their pretended Reaſoning, And I muft do the Juſtice 0 


' Preface to the ſecond Part of the Hiſton of the Reformation, 
delivers himſelf thus, If Men had a juft Notion of this holy 


diſcharge the Duty of both very well) Non- reſdencies, and the 


_ crying a Nature, that no Wonder if the. Wrath of God ws 
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reſidency and Pluralities; the Continuance whereof com 
tinued, and increaſed Divifions in the Church. I have ſet 


a great Divine of the Church of England, as to inſert hem 
his faithful and impartial Cenfure of that Abuſe ; the Refor- 
mation whereof was then obſtructed, to the Scandal of Re- 
ligion ; and let the Reader judge, whether Vhizgift's Argu- 
ments or his be the ftrongeft, F. 3 
The learned Divine, I mean, is Biſhop Burnet, who, in his 


Function, and a right Senſe of it before they were initiated 
into it, thoſe ſcandalous Abuſes of Plurality of Benefices was 


Cure, (except where they are ſo poor and contiguous, h 


both can ſcarce maintain one Incumbent, and one Man can 


hiring out that ſacred Truft to Fa, Mercenaries at the 
cheapeft Rates, would ſoon fall off. Theſe are Things of ſo 


ready to break out upon us. Theſe are Abuſes that even the 
Church of Roms, after all her Impudence, is aſhamed of, and 
are at this Day generally diſcountenanced all France over. 
Queen Mary here in England, in the Time of Popery, ſet her 
(elf effectually to root them our. : 5 
And that they ſhould be ſtill found among Troteſtante, and 
in ſo reformed a Church, is a Scandal that may juſtly make 
us bluſh, All the honeſt Prelates at the Council of Dent, 
endeayoured to get Refidence declared to be of divine Rights, 
and ſo not to be diſpenſed with upon any Confiderauom = 
whatſoever : And there is nothing more apparently contrary 
to the moſt common Impreſſions, which all Men have about 
Matters of Religion, than that Benefices are given for the Office 
to which they are annexed : And if in Matters of Mens 
Eſtates, or of their Health, it would be a Thing of high 
Scandal for one to receiye the Fees, and commit the Work 
ta the Care of ſome inferior or raw Practitioner, 
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is x to turn over ſo in 
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Care of Souls muft be confeſſed to be, to mean Hands? And. 
to conclude, Thoſe who are guilty of ſuch Diſorders, have 
much to anſwer for both to God, for the Neglect of thoſe 
Souls for which they are to give an Account, and to the 
World, for the Reproach they have brought on 151 Church, 
and on the ſacred Functions, by their ill Practices; nor 
could the Diviſions of this Age ever have riſen to ſuch a2 
Height, if the People had not been poſſeſſed with ill Im- 
preſſions of ſome of the Clergy, for thoſe inexcuſeable Faults, 
that are ſo conſpicuous in too many that are called Shep- 
herds, who clothe themſelves with the Wool, but have not fed 
the Flock; that have not ſtreng timed the Diſeaſed, nor healed 
the Sick, nor bound up that which is broken; nor wought 
again that which was driven away, nor ſought that which was 
loft, but have ruled them with Force and Cruelty. And if we 
would look up to God, whe is viſibly angry with us, and 
2 | has made w baſe and contemptible among the People, we ſhould 
4 find great Reaſon to reflect on thoſe Words of Jeremy, The 
ö Paftors are becohe brutiſh, and have not ſought the Lord, there- 
Fore they ſhall not proſper, and all their Hocks ſball be ſcattered. 
Much more to this Purpoſe may be ſeen in the ſaid Hiſtorical 
Eſſay, and in Mr. Bennet's Memoirs, and Mr. Baxter's Life 
abridged by Dr. Calamy ; which Books are well worthy the 
Reader's Perufal. * | NR 
As the Judgment of the Church of Scotland about the 
Identity of Biſhop and Preſbyter, is founded upon the Holy 
Scriptures, As 20. 17 — 28 Phil, t. 1, 1 Tim. 3. 2.—8. 4. 14. 
J. 17. Tit. 1. 5.7. 1 Pet. 5. t. 4 — 2 John 1. 3 John t. 9, 
e. So it is is confirmed, t. By the conſtant Practice ofthe 
Primitive Churches, for ſeveral Ages after Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, in which there were no Biſhops but ſuch as were 
Parochial, and not Dioceſan, as is clearly demonftrated by 
Mr. Owen, Baxter, Clerkſon, Lawder, &c. as far as the Writ= j 
ings of theſe Ages can give Light. 2dly, By the expreſs 
Teftimony of many of the Fathers, both Greek and Latine, 
ſuch as Ferom, Auguſtin, Sedulius, Primaſius. Chryſoſtam, Theo- 
doret, Oecumeniꝛu, Theopbyladt, as Biſhop Beddel owns in his 
Letter to Mr. Vadeſworth a Papift, and as was confeft by 
Medina, to theſe we may add Clemens, Pohcarp, Baſil, Irr- 
4 mea, &c.. $49, By the Opinion of all theſe Worthies, who, 
deore the Reformation, bore Teftimony againſt the Cor- 
% ruptions of the Church of Rome, viz. The Valdenſes and 4+ 
a OO. 1 bigenſe, 
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bigenſes, Peter de Bruis, Henry his Diſciple, Marſilio, Pu- 
tavius, Wicklef, John Huſs, Jerom of Prague, and their Fol- 
lowers, who were very numerous. 4hly, By the Judgment 
of many Popiſh Divines, Cardinals, Biſhe s, Doctors, Com- 
mentators, & c. before the Reformation, luch as peter Lom- 
bard Bilhop of Paris, Richard Biſhop of Armagh, Dionyſius, 
Carthufanw on John tt. Cardinal Cjetan on Ad: 20. 28. 
Eraſmus on 1 Tim. 4. 15 George Caſſander and Gratian, who 
ſays, That Biſhep and Preſbyter are one and the ſame; and 
that it flows from the Cuſtem of the Church, that Bifhops 
rule over Preſbyters. 5595, This was the unanimous Senti- 
ment of all the Reformers from Popery, Luther, Calvin, 
Melan&on, Zuingliw, Berentius, Bullinger, Muſculus, Knox, 
Cranmer, Beza, &c. Gthly, By the Confeſſions of Faith emit- 
ted by the reformed Churches, French, Helvetian, Dutch, Ge- 
neva, Scots, - Bohemian, Ke. 7thly, The ſame Doctrine is 
taught by all the reformed Divines Abroad in their Syſtems, 
botn Lutheran, and Calviniſt, in Germany, Switzerland, Ge- 
neva, France, Holland, ſuch as Gerard, Muſculus, Mareſius, 
Claud, Blondel, Hornbeck. Turretin, &c. It was alſo main- 
tained by Tilen before he turned Pelagian and Hierarchick, and 
then indeed he hectored the Zealots for the Genevan Diſ- 
* for which he is taken to Taſk by the learned Author 
of Altare Damaſcenum, Sthly, The moſt famous Biſhops and 
Lights of the Church of England, could not without great 
Difficulty, admit the Exercing of the Epiſcopal Office, and 
uſing of their prieftly Veſtments, to be in any Senſe lawful ; 
ſo far were they from believing the Divine Right of Dio- 
eeſan Epiſcopacy; and as Voeiits obſerves, the Uſe of it was 
rather excuſed than defended. The firft, or at leaft the 
Standard Bearer amongft the firft, that either in England or 
any where elſe in the reformed World, had the Confidence 
to aſſert its divine Right, appèxed in the latter Part of Queen 
Elizabeth's Reign; neither was he a Briton, but a Fleeming. 
I mean (ſays Mr. Jameſon in his Nazianzeni Querela, Page 96.) 
Hadrian Saravia, once a Paftor in the reformed Netherlands, 
but (as Mareſas witneſſeth ) rejected by them, as being an 
Enemy to both their Church and State; neither was he 
better looked on, as himſelf acknowledgeth, by the reft of 
the reformed Churches abroad. Doctor Heylen in his Hiftor 
tells, That this Doctrine of the Identity of Biſnop and Preſ- 
byter, had well nigh filled the moft prelatical Places in 
| \ : F : s 8 5 England, 


. 


APPENDIZX. 


1 Feng land, it was tegnant in Oxford, for then in the Year 1600, 


11 
4445 2 + — 
| Glory, Lo 
* 
. . ** ” 5 4 uy T's MA * 
"Ps Se — 
On A 4 — 


Epiſcopacy was maintained by Halves, not as a diſtinct Or- 
der from that of Preſbyters, but only as a Degree above 
them, and perhaps not that, for Fear of giving Scandal to 
the Churches of Calvin's Platform. Sa great a Stranger was 
this Doctrine in England, that T. Holland, the King's Pro- 
feſſor ar Oxford, branded Laud with publick Infamy for al- 
lerting the divine Right of Epiſcopacy. If it were neceſſary 
it would be eaſie to adduce the Teſtimony of many Engliſb 
Divines, ſuch as Jewel, Morton, Mathews, James, Whitaker, 
Willet, Fulk, Burkit, &. Theſe that would fee more of this, 
may conſult Zame/on's Nazianzeni Querela, and his Cyprianus 
Iſotimus, and his Sum of the Epiſcopal Controverſie. thy, 
he judgment of Preſbyterians is confirmed by the various 
Methods that Prelatifts take to eftablith and defend their 
Sentiments about Church Government, ſome of them look 
upon the Arguments drawn from Scripture, as too weak, 
and therefore plead for Epiſcopacy from the Authority of 
The ancient Fathers. Others of them affirm, That no parti- 
cular Kind of Government is determined in Scripture, but 
that whatever Kind is allowed by the Government of any- 
Country, is lawtul and good. Sometimes they tell us, That 
Bimops were ſer up more by Eccleſiaftics] Conſtitution, 
than by divine Warrant, and that it is neceſſary for prevent- 
ing of Schiſin ; ſometimes they affirm, That ir is the inherent 
Right of the Crown to eſtabliſh whatever Government or 
Policy in the Church it ſhall think fir. Laud maintained, 
That there could be no true Church without Dioceſan Biſhops, 
in this he is followed by many of the High-flyers; ſome- 
times they own, That Biſhops have only a Primacy of Order, 
but not of Power, and that their Power was no greater than 
„that of a Moderator in a Synod or Pieſbytery, and that or- 
'dinarly rhe eldeſt Miniſter was Moderator during Life; ſome 
of their Biſhops admit Preſbyters to join with them in or- 
daining of young Men; others will not admit them to that 
Honobr. It's not to be thought the Superſtructure can be 
Firm, that has ſo many or ſo vaſtly different Foundations. 
Great is the Truth, and it will prevail. The Way of Truth is 
burt one, hut the Ways of Erring are innumerable. To all 
this may be added, tothh, The many Miſchieſs that have 
been the 8 Off. ſpring of Prelacy, viz. Pride, vain 
ding over God's Inhenitance, and Church-mens 
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raſping at ſecular Honours, Slothfulueſs in minifterial 

ties, Luxury, Worldlinels, Profaneneſs, Voluptuoufneſs, 
Pluralities, Non-refidence, 1mpoſing of humane Inventions, - 
and uſelels Ceremonies in the Worſhip of God, a Spirit of 
Tyranny and Perſecution, Antichriſt's mounting the Throne, 
and pretending to the Chair of Infallibility; yea to be So- 
vereigns of the whole Earth both in Spirituals and Tem 
rals, as Pope Gregory the 7th gave out himſelf to be. And 
whereas it is alledged, That Prelacy is uſeful for remedying 
or avoiding of Schiſm, the Event has proven the Remedy to | 
be as ill as the Diſeaſe ; for neither has Schiſm been prevent- 
ed, nor the Church better governed, nor Piety, Charity and 
true Religion better encouraged and advanced, fince Men 
departed from the primitive Simplicity; witneſs the Schiſms of 
the Donatiſts, Novatians, the Greek and Latine Churches, Popes 
and Antipopes, the Popes of Rome, and the Popes of Avignon, 
thundering their Anathema's one againft another; the great 
Differences in the Church of Rome about the Seat of Infalli- 
biliry, whether it be in the Pope, or a general Council, or 
in both together, the Italians ſetting up for the firſt, the 
French for the ſecond, and the Spaniſh Divines for the Third ; 
beſides the great Debates betwixt the Dominicans and 
Franciſcans, the Fanſeniſts and Moliniſts, &c. And not to go 
far off, we ſee it clearly in the great Height the Schiſm is 
riſen to betwixt the High and Low- flyers in England. 
From all this we may juftly infer, That they are very un- 
reaſonable who ſeparate from the Communion of the 
eftabliſhed Church of Scotland, that they are highly un- 
charitable who exclude from the Church of Chrift, and con- 
ſequently from the Kingdom of Heaven all that want Epiſ- 
copal Baptiſm, and from miniſterial Communion all Paftors 
who want Dioceſan Ordination. And that thoſe Prelatifts, 
who perſecute their Brethren who diſſent from them on this 
Head, are acted more by the Spirit of Antichriſt than by the 
Spirit of the Goſpel. 6 
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